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It’s been a very busy year for the 
FIMLA executive, and particularly 

the members of the Lake Planning 
Committee.   Shortly, those who 
have ordered their copies of the 
Lake Stewardship Plan will receive 
them, the culmination of many, many 
hours of work over the past four 
years by a small bunch of volunteers.

If you have not ordered yours, 
you can do so at the AGM, or 
through Rod, FIMLA’s Treasurer.   
The plan is a full-colour production 
with lots of information on the 
lakes.  It includes an action plan 
that, when implemented, should 
meet the seven objectives that are 
intended to maintain or improve the 
environment and lives of those of 
us lucky enough to live or cottage 
here.  

I’m confident that you will see the 
value in this work, and be pleased 
with the quality of the finished 
product.  When you have had a 
chance to read the plan, please let 
me know what you think.

There is a notice in this newsletter 
about the Annual General Meeting 
in August.  We’ve decided that the 
annual gathering this year should 
be a chance to celebrate the 
plan completion, and to do some 
socializing.  So the formal meeting 
will be short, the setting is back on 

the lake, and you’re invited to bring 
your favourite refreshments.  Our 
California friends, Curtis, Elaine, 
Chris and Cynthia, have kindly 
offered their place to have the 
AGM, and it will happen outdoors 
if weather permits, or indoors if 
weather is inclement.  I hope to see 
many of you there on August 1st.

Enjoy the summer.

Gord

There’s been a lot of time energy 
and money spent on putting 

together our stewardship plan for 
Fourteen Island, Mink, Little John, 
Little John’s Sister, and Buffy Lakes.  
The plan is complete, and available 
for purchase at the paltry, subsidized 
sum of $10 (plus $5.00 for p&p).  

One of the most important 
reasons for doing the plan was to 
set in place stewardship actions that 
would improve our lakes and our 
enjoyment of the lives we live here.  
In that vein, it’s worth noting a few 
things that have been put in place 
already:

 y We now have a 2010 “State of 
the lake” description in the plan.  
A large part of the plan describes 
our lakes and their surrounding 

environment.  We’ve collected 
and recorded all the data we 
have been able to gather on 
the status of the water quality, 
fishery, surrounding forests and 
animal populations.  We now 
have a base line of information 
that we can use to measure 
changes in the future.

 y There is now a first draft of 
a comprehensive species list 
(all plants and animals) for the 
FIMLA sub-watershed.

 y For the first time, we have set up 
a comprehensive water sampling 
program for all five of our lakes.  
Volunteers collected samples in 
2009, and are continuing to do 
so this year.  Over time we will 
have a much better picture of 
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the water quality of our lakes, 
and a measure of the trends.  
We will then be able to answer 
the question for all the lakes:  is 
our water quality improving, 
declining, or staying the same?

 y Not only have we brought in 
MNR to do intensive assessment 
of the fishery of Fourteen 
Island Lake, we have now 
begun to use that information 
to try to improve our walleye 
population.  MNR also has begun 
an assessment of the fishery of 
Little John Lake, and we’ll see 

the results of this work in the 
near future.  One of the actions 
in the plan was to get some 
knowledge on how to do our 
own creel census, a method 
of measuring fish populations 
in the lakes.  MNR has agreed 
to conduct a workshop this 
summer, and Gord Rodgers is 
coordinating the workshop with 
Cam McCauley of MNR.

 y At the request of the FIMLA, 
South Frontenac Township 
and the local health unit have 
included two of our lakes on 

their Septic Pollution Reduction 
Program. 

 y Our two dams have been 
examined for their structural 
integrity, and the Fourteen 
Island Lake dam has had an 
engineering assessment and 
report completed by the Quinte 
Conservation Authority, at 
FIMLA’s request.

 y The plan lays out a list of actions 
that we, as members of the 
FIMLA area community, can take 
to improve our environment 
and our lives.  The Action Plan is 
laid out in detail in the plan; all it 
needs now is you to volunteer 
to take on one or more of the 
tasks.	 	 	 	

Lake Steward’s Report
Peter Peart

As you are aware from previous 
Newsletters, the FIMLA fishery 

is in good shape.  The only troubling 
discovery from our work with the 
Ministry of Natural Resources was 
that the walleye/pickerel were not 
naturally reproducing.  

Last summer, however, anglers 
began catching eight to ten inch 
pickerel as well as some larger 
ones.  Good news, but we have no 
idea where the spawning is taking 
place that would produce these 
young fish.  We need to do a “creel 
survey”, a survey of what folks 
are actually catching, but a survey 
that uses measurable scientific 
protocols.

This coming summer we’ll 
complete the restoration of an 
old pickerel spawning ground that 
thrived years ago in the stream 
connecting Cranberry Lake, 
northwest of Fourteen Island 
Lake, to Fourteen itself.  With the 
full cooperation of Isabel McLeod 
whose land this stream flows 
through, and advice/permission 
of both MNR and Quinte 
Conservation, we’ll replace and 

FIMLA Lake Plan Order Form
Please photocopy, complete and return this order form with payment to:    The 
Treasurer, FIMLA, Box 105, Hartington, Ontario, K0H 1W0
Title: Name:
Street: City:
Province/State: Post/Zip Code:
Telephone: Email:
Please reserve for me: Qty Price Total
The FIMLA Lake Plan Book _____ $10.00 _____
Postage and handling $  5.00 $5.00

Grand total _____
I enclose a cheque/payment for $ _______ CAD payable to ‘FIMLA’

Signature_______________________   Date ______________________

Fourteen Island and Mink 
Lakes

Lake Stewardship Plan

Based on the summary as approved 
by FIMLA members at the 2009 
AGM, the full version of the Lake 
Stewardship Plan will be completed 
in August 2010.

The final plan will be published as 
a full colour, illustrated, perfect 
bound book, comprising approx. 
90 pages, available to FIMLA 
members at the subsidised 
price of just $10. Order it today.

Reserve your copy today 
using the order form 
below.
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upgrade the culvert that allows the 
stream to pass under her road.  

In August we’ll place eighteen 
tonnes of river rock onto the floor 
of the stream between this culvert 
and the exit point into Fourteen.  
The final exit channel will also be 
dug out and reopened so that, after 
many years, the pickerel will have 
access to the stream in springtime, 
and will find protective rocks 
behind which they’ll deposit their 
eggs and the resulting fry will find 
refuge as they grow.

The second stream to feed into 
Fourteen is at the westernmost 
point of Mink Lake.  It also used to 
be a pickerel spawning site, but it 
too has long been overgrown.  We 
have begun to analyse what would 
be required to restore this hatchery 
to its spawning capacity of many 
years ago.

Each of these three initiatives, the 
Cranberry Lake stream, the Mink 
Lake stream and the creel survey 
will need volunteers to achieve 
real success.  Please let Peter Peart 
know of your interest in helping. 

Septic Pollution Reduction 
Program 

Landowners on Fourteen Island, 
Mink, and Little John’s Sister 

Lakes will have received a letter 
from the KFL&A Public Health 
department with an invitation to 

have your septic systems inspected.  
You are strongly encouraged to 
participate in the survey and have 
your system inspected.  

It’s a free service, and you will 
find out if your system is operating 
properly, if you need any repairs, 
and if your tank needs pumping.  
Please clear or dig out the area 
over the access hatches to your 
septic tank so the inspector 
can look inside to do a proper 
inspection.  It’s in your own interest 
to make sure that your septic 
system is operating properly, and 
the lakes aren’t getting hit with 
loads of nutrients from human 
waste.			 	 	 	

Lakes and Public Access

In the recent edition of Cottage 
Life magazine, there was a 

question put forward by Dora 
Zimmer, from Fourteen Island 
Lake.  In the magazine, Mrs. Zimmer 
wanted to know if our lake is 
a private lake, or Crown land.  
Cottage Life responded, quoting the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, and 
Lindsay Mills, Planning Coordinator 
for the Township of South 
Frontenac.  Based on this article, 
with additional thoughts from 
Gord Rodgers, the answer to the 
question is:

First and foremost, the beds of 
virtually all lakes in Ontario are 
Crown land, and all the FIMLA 

lakes are Crown.  This means that 
our lakes are public resources, and 
when we install docks, rafts, or 
other things on the lake, these are 
being placed on Crown land.  It’s 
also important that, when someone 
wants to build a new property, 
we who are already here need to 
remember that we are sharing a 
public resource, even if all the land 
around the lakes is privately-owned.

Please feel free 
to contact your 
executive: 

President:  
Gord Rodgers
gordrodgers@xplornet.com
613-374-3521

Vice President: 
Brett Dark
brettandlory.dark@sympatico.ca
613-374-1789 

Past President: 
Anne Tucker
ethela@sympatico.ca
613-966-7153

Secretary: 
Elaine St. John
elaine3037@gmail.com
613- 374-1276

Treasurer: 
Rod Harris-Lowe
harrislowe-r@rmc.ca
613-374-3641

Lake Steward: 
Peter Peart
peter_peart@hotmail.com
613-374-1175

Communications Director: 
Robert Powell
rob_powell@msn.net
613-374-3800

Reminder - Dues are Due
For those of you who haven’t paid your dues for 2009/10, this is a reminder 
that your $25.00 is now overdue.  Please make out a cheque to:

‘Fourteen Island and Mink Lakes Association’ or FIMLA

and send it to:
The Treasurer, Fourteen Island and Mink Lakes Association,

Box 105, Hartington, Ontario, K0H 1W0

Are you up-to date with your FIMLA Membership?

 Note: The Association membership year runs from 
 September 1st to August 31st. 
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Most lakes in the province, 
including the FIMLA lakes, have 
some form of “public access.”  This 
may be in the form of a public boat 
launch or government dock, or an 
opened and clear road allowance 
that leads to the shoreline.  Some 
lakes also have shoreline allowances 
– strips of land along the shoreline 
(normally 66’ wide) owned by the 
province or a municipality.  None of 
these conditions exist on any of the 
FIMLA lakes. 

The other form of public access is 
a little less useful to those wishing 
to get onto a lake with a boat.  This 
type of access is via unopened 
municipal road allowances or 
shoreline sections that are still 
Crown land (provincial or federal) 
or municipally-owned.  When 
shoreline subdivisions are approved, 
it is common for the municipality to 
maintain one or two small parcels 
in public ownership, to serve as 
access points.  In theory, the public 
has access, but in practical terms, 
these bits of Crown or municipally-
owned waterfront are not cleared, 
and may lead to a sharp cliff or a 
weed-filled bay that would not allow 
easy access to the water.  It may 
be possible to enter the lake with 
a canoe, but there would be little 
hope of launching anything larger.  
This is the case for all the FIMLA 
lakes – there are several public 
access points via road allowances 
or lots deeded to the municipality, 
but none offer real and effective 
lake access.  We have a series of 
lakes that are realistically  accessible 
across private land only.  

We are fortunate on Fourteen 
Island and Mink Lakes that one 
landowner still permits residents 
a limited boat access at Willy’s 
Lane, and those of us who use that 
access point to launch and remove 
our boats in spring and fall should 
respect the fact that it is there 
only through the good will of the 
landowner.	 	 	 	

FIMLA AGM
Annual General Meeting

To be held on:
Sunday, August 1st, 2010 from 1:30 - 4:00 pm

Agenda
Celebrating Completion of the Lake Stewardship Plan
 Short Business Meeting Election of Officers Social Event - 

Bring your own drink (and chairs!)
 Meet your neighbours    Snacks will be served   See you there

Location: ‘California North’ 1022 Little Deer Lane 
(home of Elaine, Curtis, Chris and Cynthia)

Road: Holleford Road to  Boat: South Central Bay of
 Deer Park Drive. Left  Fourteen Island Lake
 at Little Deer Lane

Call for Nominations
  The current term of office of FIMLA executive members is up this year.  

While some existing members are prepared to stand for re-election, this is 
your opportunity to come forward and declare an interest to stand for one of 
the executive positions.  

President  Vice President Secretary 

Treasurer   Lake Steward  Communications Director
If you wish to do so, please make your interest known to Elaine St. John.  

Elections will be held at the AGM in August.  If you would like to stand for 
election for any of the positions listed above, please put your name forward to: 

Elaine St. John at: elaine3037@gmail.com  Telephone 374-1276
The deadline for nominations is July 19 – two weeks prior to the AGM. 

For further information please call: Gord Rodgers at 374-3521


