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Message from our 
President 

Last summer we tried something a 

bit different with the AGM, and it 

seemed to be a big success. We had 

it on the Saturday of the August long 

weekend, instead of Sunday, and 

started it earlier, at 10:30 in the 

morning. I think what really helped 

was that we added a BBQ following 

the formal meeting, giving everyone 

more of a chance to socialize. I want 

to extend a special thank you to our 

hosts, Alan Boyce and Joyce Hodgins, 

for generously allowing us the use of 

their property to have the meeting 

AND by agreeing to host the event 

again in 2015.  

My volunteer work as well as my 

professional work keep me in touch 

with other lake associations, and non-

profit organizations working hard on 

behalf of lake associations. Here in 

eastern Ontario, there is an annual 

workshop in Perth that attracts about 

130 representatives of lake 

associations, conservation authorities, 

and municipalities who gather to talk 

about relevant issues, share ideas and 

experiences, and hear expert 

speakers on a variety of topics. Last 

year the theme of the Lake Links 

workshop was “Lake Communities in 

Action.” A survey of lake associations 

on the topic of how they get things 

done, what they do, and the value of 

their lake plans was conducted in 

advance of last year’s workshop; the 

survey results, as well as the 2014 

presentations can be found at: 

http://watersheds.ca/lake-links-2014.  

If you visit the link, you will be 

introduced to a new organization, 

Watersheds Canada, who grew out 

of the Centre for Sustainable 

Watersheds.  As they note on their 

website, Watersheds Canada “is a 

federally incorporated non-profit 

organization and registered Canadian 

charity committed to providing 

programs in communities across the 

country to engage and help shoreline 

owners enhance and protect the 

health of lakes and rivers.” Their 

offices are in Perth, Ontario. 

I mention this to let you know 

that, in addition to the Federation of 

Ontario Cottagers’ Associations 

(FOCA) (http://foca.on.ca), other 

groups are looking out for the 

interests of those of us living by 

water. 

I hope to see you all at the AGM. 

Have a great summer!  

 

 

Gord 

Five Years Since Our 

Lake Plan 
It was August 2010 when we 

finalized and printed our Fourteen 
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Island and Mink Lakes Stewardship 

Plan, after three years of dedicated 

effort by our planning committee 

under the chairmanship of Brett 

Dark. It was a big accomplishment for 

our small association, and it allowed 

us to join the ranks of about 50 other 

lake associations across the province 

who have done plans for their lakes. 

The plan brought together and 

documented a full array of 

information on our lakes, and 

recommended a set of actions that 

would “sustain the environmental, 

social, and cultural health and viability 

of the FIMLA region.” I wanted to 

highlight a few of our accom-

plishments in the five years since the 

plan was done. You can find the 

complete plan on our website. 

 

http://www.fimla.org  

http://www.fimla.org/lake_plan_docs.

html  

 

Water Quality 

We expanded our water sampling 

regime, and now have samples being 

taken on all our lakes – Fourteen 

Island, Mink, Little John, Little John’s 

Sister, and (sometimes) Buffy. Water 

quality results have been posted on 

the FIMLA website, and are included 

in each newsletter.  

As you will see in the table on 

page 2, the water quality of all our 

lakes has stayed quite consistent since 

2009. 

 

Water Levels 

We have examined both our dams 

– the dam at the southwest end of 

Fourteen Island Lake and the one at 

the south end of Little John. An 

interesting fact that we discovered 

was that these two dams are not 

owned by, nor are they managed by, 

any public agency. Instead, they are 

owned by the adjacent landowners. 

Both dams are routinely disrupted by 

beaver activity, causing issues with 

higher water levels. The Fourteen 

Island Lake dam needs some repair, 

and underwent an engineer’s 

examination and report. Based on 

that work, we requested and received 

quotes to do the repairs. So far, none 

of the government agencies (town-

ship, conservation authority, MNR) 

are prepared to offer funds to help 

with the repair. Dam repair is still on 

the list to be done. 

Fishery 

When the plan was done, much 

concern was expressed about 

reduced populations of walleye. In 

response, we were able to get the 

Ministry of Natural Resources to do a 

fishery assessment of Fourteen Island 

Lake. The assessment confirmed what 

we suspected, that walleye appeared 

not to be reproducing. To address 

this, with a bit of funding and 

manpower from MNR, we 

rehabilitated one of the traditional 

spawning areas, Cranberry Creek. 

Evidence from anglers over the past 

few years suggests that the project 

was a success – more walleye of 

different ages are now being caught.  

Aquatic Vegetation 

The plan recommended that we 

get a better understanding of invasive 

species, so in 2013 we contracted 

Quinte Conservation to do a survey 

of the aquatic plants in Fourteen 

Island and Mink Lakes. The survey 

identified several invasive plants, with 

Eurasian milfoil being dominant 

among these. Quinte Conservation 

noted that that the vegetation overall 

is very diverse within the lakes, which 

makes them a healthy, productive 

ecosystem. Fourteen Island and Mink 

Lakes compare at or above other 

lakes in the watershed. Few (if any) 

lakes within southern Ontario do not 

have invasive species living within 

them.  

Results of the vegetation survey 

were presented at the 2014 AGM, 

and can be found on the FIMLA 

website. 

 

Boating Safety 

To highlight the importance of safe 

boating, signage was developed and 

posted at the boat launch at Willy’s 

Lane, and at the launch at Mrs. 

McLeod’s cottages. 

The signs highlight boating 

regulations, show where there are 

narrow channels requiring slow boat 

speeds, and provide a message 

relating to invasive species. 

Dam at Little John Lake  

Fishery Survey 2011  

Cranberry Lake Rehabilitation 2011  

http://www.fimla.org/
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Water Testing Report 
2014 

Below are water sampling data 

results for 2014 provided by the 

Province’s Lake Partners Program, 

from samples collected by FIMLA 

member volunteers. 

The results show our lakes were 

again stable this year with the values 

being well within acceptable standards 

for the trophic state of our lakes. 

The water clarity for Sigsworth / 

Mink Lake continued to be a bit 

lower than earlier years but as this 

value of 4.6 metres is the rolled up 

value of 6 samplings we are unable to 

ascertain if a couple of the readings 

were unusually low. The clarity 

reading of 4.6 metres for 2013 and 

2014 is not a cause for concern, but 

would be worth watching in future. 

Although we have no data to confirm 

this, it is possible that clarity is de-

creasing slightly because our zebra 

mussels are lessening in number. 

Water clarity in Fourteen Island 

Lake continued its slight upward 

trend since 2009 rising from 7.5 in 

2013 to 7.7 in 2014. 

The phosphorous levels in 

Fourteen Island, Mink, and Little John 

are well within acceptable standards 

and continue their stable trend.  

Results for Little John Sister were 

much higher than in past years. The 

MOE staff with the Lake Partners 

Program felt that, given the ups and 

downs of the phosphorous counts 

over the history of testing at little 

John Sister it would be very difficult 

to draw any conclusions from last 

year’s testing. Apparently small lakes 

such as these can have dramatic 

count swings from year to year 

especially as these samples were 

taken mid-summer. We’ll keep an eye 

on next year’s results. 

Buffy Lake was not sampled this 

year. A volunteer is requested to step 

forward to collect samples for testing 

from Buffy Lake, as this is a very 

important way to track the health of 

individual lakes. 

Brett Dark 
 

More Tick Talk 
At last year’s AGM, Sue Pine gave 

us a primer on ticks. I know from 

experience that we are in a tick-

infested area, and things are getting 

worse, not better. If you are like me, 

and think that the long hard winter 

was going to knock back our black-

legged tick population, we are wrong. 

We have been picking ticks off our 

dog since early April, when we still 

had a bit of snow on the ground. I 

picked up a few tick-bits from Dr. 

Google and his friend Dr. Yahoo that 

might be interesting to know. 

Ticks are here earlier this year.  

“Typically ticks – the nymphs – 

start coming out in early May,” says 

Richard Horowitz, MD, tick-borne 

disease specialist and author of Why 

Can’t I Get Better? Solving the 

Mystery of Lyme & Chronic Disease, 

tells Yahoo Health. "But patients are 

already coming in this year with tick 

bites, several weeks early.” 

The reason: The packs of snow 

acted as a "blanket” for the blood-

sucking insects, insulating and 

protecting them from the cold. 

Beneath the snow, ticks aren’t 

exposed to wind and other adverse 

weather conditions, and the 

temperature is much more stable 

throughout the day and night than at 

the surface, according to Bennett 

Jordan, PhD, entomologist and staff 

scientist for the U.S. National Pest 

Management Association. 

“Also working in their favor is the 

fact that many tick species possess 

physiological mechanisms that either 

help prevent freezing or allow 

themselves to freeze without any ill 

effects,” he says.  

There could be more of them, 

too. 

“Those [who] research ticks point 

Water Quality Table (2014 Update) 
 

Measure 
Water Clarity (Secchi Disk Depth) 

 
Phosphorous (μg/L) 

 

Sample 
period 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

Fourteen 
Island Lake 

5.9m 6.9m 7.3m 7.3m 7.5m 7.7m 
12.6 
μg/L 

14.4 
μg/L 

11.7 
μg/L 

10.7 
μg/L 

10.1 
μg/L 

10.2 
μg/L 

Mink Lake 5.0m 6.1m 4.7m 5.9m 4.6m 4.6m 
9.45 
μg/L 

10.45 
μg/L 

9.1 
μg/L 

8.1 
μg/L 

9.6 
μg/L 

9.8 
μg/L 

Little John 
Lake 

4.4m 4.3m 4.3m N/A N/A N/A 
13.7 
μg/L 

12.5 
μg/L 

10.0 
μg/L 

N/A N/A 
10.5 
μg/L 

Little John’s 
Sister Lake* 

2.3m 2.7m 2.7m N/A N/A N/A 
13.7 
μg/L 

14.5 
μg/L 

21.5 
μg/l 

N/A N/A 
32.2 
μg/L 

Buffy Lake* 2.8m 2.5m 2.5m 3.3m N/A N/A 
21.8 
μg/L 

22.5 
μg/L 

22.5 
μg/L 

20.7 
μg/L 

N/A N/A 

Comments 
* These lakes have naturally darker, “tea-stained” 

water. 
15 mg/l considered threshold level for phosphorous. 

 

http://www.fimla.org/
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The black-legged deer tick is a 

transmitter of the Powassan virus. 

(Photo: Tom Myers/National Pest 

Management Association) 

out that, anecdotally, there are 

usually greater populations of ticks 

following winters with a lot of snow,” 

adds Dr. Jordan, “but that there [are] 

other factors in play that can strongly 

affect populations. Additionally, the 

weather for the rest of spring and 

summer can play a large role in what 

happens to tick numbers. For 

example, an extended drought this 

summer could significantly reduce tick 

populations.” 

Sue covered the topic at the 

AGM, and she provided some hand-

outs that helped give a better 

understanding of ticks and what one 

can do to protect oneself. It’s worth 

repeating some of that information, 

again thanks to Drs. Google and 

Yahoo. “Ultimately, prevention is 

your best bet to avoiding any of the 

problems that come from tick bites. 

Full-body tick checks are the best way 

to quickly locate any ticks that may 

have found their way onto you, 

according to Dr. Jordan.” 

“The old notion was to remember 

to always check yourself thoroughly 

after spending time outdoors, 

especially if you were out among tall 

grasses and vegetation,” he tells 

Yahoo Health, “but with the 

increased reported tick activity 

around some urban areas, you should 

be extra cautious even if you don’t 

think you were in a tick habitat.” 

“Remember that ticks typically get 

onto your body somewhere near 

your shoes or pants, but they often 

climb up once they’re on you. 

Keeping your pants tucked into socks 

or boots and wearing light-colored 

clothing when you are in wooded 

areas make ticks easier to spot, too.” 

Wear an insect repellent con-

taining at least 20 percent DEET – 

though parents should also be careful 

when using DEET on children, 

applying it only once daily to exposed 

areas and avoiding the hands to 

reduce chances of the chemical 

getting in kids mouths. DEET is not 

recommended for babies younger 

than 2 months old.  

Also, use the synthetic insect 

repellant permethrin on clothes – it 

will keep ticks away for up to two 

weeks, according to Dr. Horowitz.  

If you do find a tick?  

Use a tweezers or specially 

designed tick removal tool to remove 

it. Be sure to get underneath the tick 

and pull it straight out without 

squeezing it. 

“Otherwise you’re squeezing the 

bacteria right into your body,” says 

Dr. Horowitz. 

Our local Public Health Unit has 

information on line, at  

http://www.kflapublichealth.ca/Search.

aspx?q=ticks.  

Gord Rodgers 
 

Lake Steward’s Report 
Spring 2015 

To those who are seasonal 

residents on the lake, welcome back 

and Happy Spring (I think)!  As for 

the permanent residents, congratu-

lations on surviving another long cold 

winter! 

Ever since I was a child riding in 

the boat with my grandparents, one 

of my treasured memories of the 

sixties was stopping to marvel at the 

huge osprey nest.  It was a very sad 

spring when we returned to find that 

the towering tree housing the nest 

had toppled into the water.  For 

years after that, no osprey were to 

be found and in fact there were many 

reports in the news of their declining 

numbers.  Thus, you can imagine our 

excitement when sometime in the 

nineties, a new nest suddenly 

appeared in another towering tree, 

this time perfectly placed on an island 

in the centre portion of the lake 

where everyone could see it! Once 

again, the yearly cycle began of 

watching first the  refurbishing of the 

nest, then the anticipated birth of the 

chicks and finally the proud parents 

diligently feeding and teaching their 

young to fly. 

A few years ago, another crisis 

occurred.  During a winter storm, the 

top half of the tree broke off and 

again the nest was lost. We all feared 

that again our osprey would be no 

more, but lo and behold they re-built 

the nest at the top of the remaining 

tree. 

Last summer the saga continued, 

this time a vicious fight between a 

hawk and an osprey which left a dead 

bird in the nest for the remainder of 

the year.  Anne and Tim Brown sent 

an e-mail to our faithful President, 

Gord telling him they had consulted 

with field naturalists, who indicated it 

was unlikely osprey would return to a 

nest with a carcass in it.  They 

suggested having someone try to 

remove the dead bird from the nest 

while the ice was still in. 

14 Island Lake Osprey (Alan Boyce) 

http://www.fimla.org/
http://www.kflapublichealth.ca/Search.aspx?q=ticks
http://www.kflapublichealth.ca/Search.aspx?q=ticks
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In April I sent an e-mail to Anne 

and Tim and received this reply: 

“I was at the cottage over the 

March Break and noticed what 

appeared to be the carcass of the 

dead bird still in the nest – in the 

same positioning as the fall. I didn’t 

get a good look with binoculars, but 

there was definitely something still 

there. Then we went out on Sunday 

and there appeared to be significant 

activity around the nest. There were 

three ospreys hovering and landing 

on the nest and there did not seem 

to be signs of the carcass. I watched 

one of the osprey fly right over our 

cottage with a large stick in its clutch 

so I can only assume that there is 

rebuilding taking place on the island. 

[Ed. Note:  As of end of May, there 

are young in the nest!] 

So, it seems that the issue was 

settled either naturally, or by 

intervention after March Break. A 

thing of beauty for sure!” 

So there you have it.  I think the 

moral of the story would be that the 

ospreys are here to stay and like all 

FIMLA members are appreciative of 

their paradise! 

Susan Pine 
 

Blue Green Algae – 
Should we Worry? 

Over the past few years we are 

seeing more and more instances of 

blue-green algae blooms reported in 

the press. This past summer/fall we 

have had reports from Quebec’s 

Eastern Townships' lakes, Lake 

Winnipeg, Lake Erie, and closer to 

home, Upper Rideau Lake, Lake 

Ontario at Kingston, Collins Lake 

near Kingston, Mississippi Lake near 

Carleton Place.  

Seems this is yet another thing for 

us to worry about, but as you read 

this material, keep in mind the 

following: as long as our phosphorous 

levels remain relatively low, we are 

not likely to experience serious blue-

green algae blooms. Since you may 

have heard about this on other lakes, 

this article is offered to provide 

background understanding on a 

topical issue. In Ontario, our Ministry 

of Environment and Climate Change 

(MOECC) and our Public Health 

Units are taking action to inform 

people about blue-green algae. The 

material in the article is taken from 

the MOECC website at: 

http://www.ontario.ca/environmen

t-and-energy/blue-green-algae.   

What is this stuff? 

Blue-green algae are microscopic, 

plant-like organisms that occur 

naturally in ponds, rivers, lakes and 

streams. They are normally not of any 

concern, and are not normally visible 

in the water, but populations can 

rapidly increase to form a large mass 

or scum called a bloom when 

conditions are favourable. Although 

often blue-green, they can also be 

olive-green or red. 

How to recognize it 

Blooms most commonly occur in 

late summer and early fall. They 

thrive in areas where the water is 

shallow, slow moving and warm, but 

they may be present in deeper, 

cooler water. 

Dense blue-green algae blooms 

may make the water look bluish-

green, or like green pea soup or 

turquoise paint. Very dense blooms 

may form solid-looking clumps. 

Fresh blooms often smell like 

newly mown grass, while older 

blooms may smell like rotting 

garbage.  

What causes the blooms? 

One key factor contributing to the 

growth of blue-green algae is the 

amount of available nutrients such as 

phosphorus and nitrogen. 

Agricultural, urban and storm-

water runoff, effluent from sewage 

treatment plants and industry, and 

Blue-Green Algae (Photo: Courtesy of 

CountyLive.ca) 

Osprey (Alan Boyce) 

http://www.fimla.org/
http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/blue-green-algae
http://www.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/blue-green-algae
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leaching from septic systems can 

increase the levels of nutrients in 

water bodies that can promote algae 

growth. 

In Ontario, phosphorus tends to 

be the key nutrient that influences the 

growth of algae. 

Why is it a problem? 

Algae blooms occur naturally, and 

they normally are short lived, creating 

some aesthetic issues, but nothing 

more. Certain species of blue-green 

algae, however, can produce toxins 

when they die, rendering the water 

unsuitable for drinking or swimming. 

If you spot it 

If you suspect a blue-green algal 

bloom: 

 assume toxins are present 

 avoid using, drinking, bathing or 

swimming in the water  

 restrict pet and livestock access 

to the water 

 Call the Ontario government 

Spills Action Centre at:  

416-325-3000 or  

1-800-268-6060 

TTY: 1-855-889-5775 

If you draw water from the 
lake 

Home treatment systems may 

not remove toxins and can get easily 

overwhelmed or clogged, so they 

should not be relied on. Do not boil 

the water, or manually treat the 

water with chlorine or other 

disinfectants, as this could increase 

the toxin levels. 

What to do to prevent 
blooms 

The following simple steps will 

keep excess phosphorous from 

getting into our lakes, and will 

prevent the growth of blue-green and 

other types of algae: 

 use phosphate-free detergents, 

personal care and household 

cleaning products; 

 do not use fertilizers on lawns, 

especially fertilizers that contain 

phosphorus; 

 maintain a natural shoreline on 

lake and riverfront properties; 

 reduce agricultural runoff by 

planting or maintaining vegetation 

along waterways and minimizing 

fertilizer use; 

 check septic systems to ensure 

they are properly maintained and 

that they do not leak into any 

streams or lakes. 

Other useful info can be found at: 

http://www.hkpr.on.ca/InfoSet/Envi

ronments/BlueGreenAlgae.aspx 

http://www.hkpr.on.ca/Portals/0/P

DF%20Files%20-

%20Environ/BGA%20chart%202012.p

df  

Gord Rodgers 
 

A History of the  
Deer Park Road 

Development 
This story comes to me via my 

nephew’s wife, Andrea McConkey 

who upon hearing a description of 

the property we had purchased on 14 

Island Lake said, “I think I’ve been to 

that place, in fact I think my family 

owned it!”  

Indeed they had!  Andrea’s father 

Skip McConkey had been a high 

school teacher and then went on to 

own a business in Sharbot Lake in the 

1960’s. Many years earlier, Skip and 

his three siblings had been promised 

by their father $15,000 towards 

purchasing a piece of property. 

Around 1969, Skip’s brother was in 

hospital in Kingston, when he read in 

the newspaper of 200 hundred acres 

with 20,000 feet of shore line for sale 

on 14 Island Lake for the low price of 

$20,000.  This land was partly in what 

was then Portland Township with the 

remainder in Loughborough Town-

ship. Today it forms the Deer Park 

Estates stretching from Gord and 

Barb Rodgers’ 50 acres on the east, 

to the west side of Robert 

McCaldon’s property. He phoned 

Skip and told him to rush down from 

Sharbot Lake to the Ewart Campsell 

home on Holleford Rd. and buy the 

property immediately.  

Ewart Campsell was born in 1898 

and farmed the Campsell homestead 

east of Hartington, Concession Road 

8, Lot 7 on what is now Holleford 

Road. A picture of him as a young 

Image from Portland My Home, Portland Township, 1994 

http://www.fimla.org/
http://www.hkpr.on.ca/InfoSet/Environments/BlueGreenAlgae.aspx
http://www.hkpr.on.ca/InfoSet/Environments/BlueGreenAlgae.aspx
http://www.hkpr.on.ca/Portals/0/PDF%20Files%20-%20Environ/BGA%20chart%202012.pdf
http://www.hkpr.on.ca/Portals/0/PDF%20Files%20-%20Environ/BGA%20chart%202012.pdf
http://www.hkpr.on.ca/Portals/0/PDF%20Files%20-%20Environ/BGA%20chart%202012.pdf
http://www.hkpr.on.ca/Portals/0/PDF%20Files%20-%20Environ/BGA%20chart%202012.pdf
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boy can be found on Page 142 of 

Portland My Home sitting with his 

mother, father and two sisters at the 

farm where the sale of this property 

takes place. It stands today with few 

changes from the early 1900’s. Their 

family were devout Presbyterians.  

Ewart Campsell married Pearl 

Lalonde of Maxville in Glengarry, 

Ontario and he had children later in 

life.  When he was 49 years old, his 

only son Frank was born in 1947 and 

the 200 acres on 14 Island Lake was 

earmarked as Frank’s inheritance.  

When Frank died tragically in 1968 at 

age 21, his father Ewart was 

devastated. He put the land on 14 

Island Lake up for sale. It was winter 

time when Skip McConkey arrived at 

the Campsell homestead. Skip and 

Ewart toured the property on snow 

mobile along the lake front and upon 

returning to the farm, he offered to 

purchase the property and pay the 

$20,000 in 90 days. They shook on 

the arrangement and Skip recalls that 

he had no idea how he or his brother 

and sisters were going to come up 

with the remaining $5000. 

At this point, a knock came at 

Ewart Campsell’s front door. A 

lawyer from Kingston had arrived to 

make an offer on the property. Ewart 

invited him in and said that the land 

has just been sold. The lawyer asked 

if an agreement had been signed or a 

deposit given. Ewart said no and the 

lawyer noted that he felt no sale had 

taken place and he stated he was 

authorized by his client to offer 

$5000 more than whatever price had 

been offered. At this point in the 

discussion, Ewart sat down at the 

kitchen table with his head in his 

hand, looking at the floor and said, 

“God is testing me.” After sometime, 

he looked up and said, “I have given 

this man my word and the land is 

sold.”  Everyone present had just wit-

nessed the deep Christian faith and 

commitment to honest dealings that 

were the hallmark of rural Ontario in 

those years. Skip left the farm house 

feeling that indeed God had inter-

vened and that he had better come 

up with the money.  Nearing the day 

for closing on the sale, Skip eventually 

did come up with the funds, and thus 

the McConkey families took over the 

land in the early 1970’s. However 

they had no plans and few resources 

on how they were going to use the 

land or build on it.  

Skip visited our house in 2013 and 

we toured the roads together.  He 

recalled many details including how 

they would use the old logging roads 

and camp on property now owned by 

Ilka Hrynchyshyn and Ken Collins and 

then travel around the point to swim 

at the beach at current day Anne 

Tucker’s.  As with family arrange-

ments of this nature, there were 

disagreements about money and 

ownership. Some family members 

were unwilling to put improvements 

into the land if they did not have clear 

title to a portion of it. When the 

costs and implications of subdividing 

the land became apparent, plans for 

cottages went on hold. In the 

meantime, to gain some income, Phil 

Leonard recalls renting the land from 

Skip to put cattle in some areas and 

improving some of the rough access 

roads. At one point a friend of Skip’s 

asked if he could place a trailer or 

shack on a hill overlooking a pond in 

the interior. Skip said ‘sure’ and his 

friend spent a summer clearing trees 

in an area on present day Gord 

Rodger’s property above the pond at 

the former quarry pit.  Nothing was 

ever constructed.  

Ultimately about 18 years later in 

1988/89 the McConkeys were 

approached by Stonehouse Invest-

ments to sell. They had previously 

developed land on the north side of 

the lake as noted on page 14 of the 

FIMLA Lake Stewardship Plan.  By this 

time, significant controls for land 

development were in place. Skip 

recalled significant pressure on all 

involved to arrive at a plan that 

satisfied many concerns about 

retaining shore line and arranging lots 

with significant setbacks.  He was very 

impressed on how the properties 

were eventually developed.  

David Jefferies 
 

FIMLA AGM 2014 
Report 

The 2014 Annual General Meeting 

of the Fourteen Island and Mink Lakes 

Association took place at the home 

of Alan Boyce and Joyce Hodgins on 

Saturday August 2nd, 2014 and was 

attended by 60-plus members.  

Welcome  

Gord Rodgers called the meeting 

to order at 10:45 am. He expressed 

our thanks to Joyce and Alan for 

hosting this meeting, to Anne Tucker 

for arranging the food, and to our 

chefs John Moreland and Jim Pine.   

Gord acknowledged the presence 

of local artist David Gilmour and 

authors Peter Peart and Robert 

McCaldon. He welcomed new 

neighbours Stu and Sandra White on 

Willy’s Lane, and David and Rebecca 
The Quarry Pond on Deer Park Lane 

President Gord and Treasurer Chris 

http://www.fimla.org/
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FIMLA 
 

Financial 
Report  

Dec. 31 
2013 

Item Budget 2013 
 

Actual 2013 

Balance Aug. 3, 2013 $ 7,874.89 $ 7,874.89 
   
Income    
Memberships $ 1,750.00 $    450.00 
Sale of Lake Plan books  $      20.00 
Sale of Mugs  $    240.00 
Interest  $        0.41 
   
Total Income $ 1,750.00 $    710.41 

Expenses    
   
Lake Vegetation Study $ 2,500.00 $ 2,350.00 
Dam Repair (Reserve) $ 4,000.00  
Information Pamphlet $ 1,500.00  
Communications (Inc AGM) $    300.00 $      10.78 
Web hosting $    100.00 $      62.15 
PO Box $    150.00 $    169.50 
FOCA $    352.50  
Boat launch insurance $    250.00  
Purchase of Mugs  $    310.50 
   
Total Expenses $ 9,152.50 $ 3,217.62 

Year End Balance  $5,367.68 

 

FIMLA 
 

Proposed 
Budget  

2014 

Item Amount 
 

Totals 

Opening Balance  $5,367.68 
   
Income Estimate   
Memberships $1,750.00  
   
Total Income (Estimate)  $1,750.00 

Expenses Estimate   
   
Communications $500.00  
AGM $300.00  
Web hosting $100.00  
PO Box $150.00  
FOCA $350.00  
Boat launch insurance $250.00  
   
Total Expenses (Estimate)  -$1,650.00 

Reserves   
   
Future Projects (Dam, etc) $4,000.00  
   
Total Reserves  -$4,000.00 
   

Year End Balance (Estimate)  $1,467.68 

 

Kelly on Little John’s Lane. He also 

welcomed our local councillors, John 

McDougall, Ron Vanderwal, and Allan 

McPhail and expressed thanks for 

their continued support of the lake 

association. 

And he introduced our guest 

speaker Maya Navrott from the 

Quinte Conservation Authority. 

Treasurers Report –  
Chris Caswell 

To avoid the continuing confusion 

related to the FIMLA fiscal year, Chris 

proposed the following resolution: 

Resolution 2014-1 

Be it resolved that as of 2014, the 

Fiscal Year of FIMLA be changed to 

January 1 through December 31. 

 Moved by: Linda Kreick 

 Seconded by: Tom Bryant 

 Voted: Passed 

 

Chris presented the 2013 Financial 

Report and the 2014 proposed 

Budget.  

Resolution 2014-2 

Be it resolved that the 2013 

Financial Statement and 2014 Budget 

be accepted as presented at the Aug 

2, 2014 Annual General Meeting. 

 Moved by: Dave Jefferies 

 Seconded by: Carl Turner 

 Voted: Passed 

 

Election of Officers  

Gord Rodgers reminded us that 

according to our constitution we 

must renew our executive every two 

years. All current executive members 

have agreed to stand again. These are: 

 Gord Rodgers – President  

 Brett Dark – Vice President 

 Ann Tucker – Past President 

 Susan Pine – Lake Steward 

 Chris Caswell – Treasurer  

 Peter Bedoukian – Feeder Lakes 

 Secretary – Vacant  

 

Gord proposed the following 

resolution: 

Resolution 2014-3 

Be it resolved that the slate of 

officers, as presented, be accepted as 

the FIMLA executive for 2014-2016. 

 Moved by:  Glenda Turner 

 Seconded by: Joe Buckley 

 Voted: Passed 

 

Gord appealed for a secretary to 

come forward, and subsequent to the 

meeting Susan Grigg did! So welcome 

to our new secretary, Susan Grigg. 

FIMLA AGM 2014 

http://www.fimla.org/
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Yellow Warbler (Alan Boyce) 

Presentation 1 - Lake 
Vegetation Study 

Maya Navrott, Conservation Co-

ordinator from the Quinte Conserva-

tion Authority presented the results 

of the Lake Vegetation study done in 

the summer of 2013. A copy of the 

report is on the FIMLA website 

(fimla.org) and can be found here: 

Vegetation Study. 

Overall the quality of the lake and 

its vegetation is ‘good’, however 

various invasive plants are present in 

the lake. Particular attention was 

given to Eurasian Water Milfoil, a 

plant that spreads across the surface 

of shallow quiet bays. Maya stressed 

avoiding driving boats through it as 

the propellers will fragment the plant 

and cause it to spread. Maya offered 

those in attendance information 

booklets, pamphlets and handouts 

regarding invasive species. 

Thanks to Maya for what was an 

excellent and informative presenta-

tion.   

 

Presentation 2 - Ticks 

Sue Pine, our Lake Steward, 

presented an excellent overview of 

ticks and Lyme disease.  Ticks are 

definitely present in our area, and are 

known to transmit Lime disease. 

Protect yourself by wearing long 

pants in the fields and bush, and 

check yourself and your pets regularly 

for ticks. If a tick has attached itself to 

your body, remove it with tweezers 

or a tick remover device, keep it in a 

small sealed container, and contact 

your doctor to determine if you 

should take antibiotics against the 

possibility of contracting Lime 

disease. More information can be 

found at the website of Kingston, 

Frontenac Public Health: 

www.kflapublichealth.ca 

www.kflapublichealth.ca/Files/Resourc

es/Lyme_disease_FAQs.pdf  

Thanks Sue!! 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned and 

the membership then enjoyed a 

barbeque and snacks!! 

 

Seen on our Lakes 
For some time the Gordfather of 

the Lakes has been asking me to 

revisit the bird list in the 2010 lake 

plan and to rekindle some birding 

activities on our lakes. 

Being neither a die-hard birder 

nor an authority on bird identifica-

tion, I have been somewhat reluctant.  

However, I do enjoy spending time 

immersed in nature peering into a 

camera viewfinder and have been 

lucky enough to capture some 

interesting critters.   

So here are a few photos to try to 

start something rolling.  (For the non-

birders, I have included a couple of 

other beasties as well.)   

We have several warblers in our 

watershed, including the Yellow, Pine, 

and Yellow-rumped Warblers.  They 

spend most of their time very high in 

the trees and can be difficult to see, 

although their songs are distinctive. 

The Merlin (above left) is less 

common, but as of late May there is a 

pair nesting on Beaver Island.  Listen 

for what sounds a lot like a Killdeer 

calling, and watch for the unmistak-

able wing shape of a falcon. 

Closer to the ground, this Painted 

Turtle was getting a suntan on Mink 

Lake last summer.  

Merlin on 14 Island Lake (Alan Boyce) 

Pine Warbler (Alan Boyce) 

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Alan Boyce) 

Painted Turtle (Alan Boyce) 

http://www.fimla.org/
http://www.kflapublichealth.ca/
http://www.kflapublichealth.ca/Files/Resources/Lyme_disease_FAQs.pdf
http://www.kflapublichealth.ca/Files/Resources/Lyme_disease_FAQs.pdf
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Fishing Seasons and 
Regulations 

Possession limits for species 

commonly found in our lakes are 

summarized in the accompanying 

table.  For complete details, click:   

http://www.ontario.ca/docume

nt/2015-ontario-fishing-

regulations-summary  

Joyce found these Black Rat 

Snakes by our driveway a few days 

ago.  You probably heard her shriek. 

These snakes breed infrequently, 

so we were lucky to observe this. 

But most of us like birds more 

than snakes, don’t we?  So we’ll reset 

the mood with a Barred Owl.  Owls 

are quite shy, so finding one outside 

our window was a treat.  

And what about that Lake Plan?  

Appendix A includes almost three 

pages of birds, as well as tables listing 

fish, insects, mammals, plants, trees, 

and – yes – reptiles.  Most of entries 

are marked as observed, but it would 

be nice to know when, where, and 

how many.  And, of course, I’d like to 

go out and photograph them. 

It’s clear from this list that there 

are more birds on these lakes than 

I’ve yet seen, and more experienced 

birders from whom we could learn.  

There may even be conservation 

activities that would benefit from data 

that we could collect. 

If you are interested in helping 

update these lists or if you just want 

to show me a good spot to find the 

Indigo Bunting or the Belted King-

fisher, please let me know.   

Here are links for my email and 

Flickr feed:  

arboyce@gmail.com   

www.flickr.com/photos/arboyce 

Alan Boyce 

Death Notices 
We sadly note the passing of four 

of our friends and neighbours: 

 Mike Storms (April, 2013) 

 Paul Storms (March, 2014) 

 Grant Simms (January, 2015)  

 Jane McCaldon (May 2015) 

Species 
Open 

seasons 
Limits 

Walleye & Sauger 

or any combination 

Jan 1 to Mar 1 & 2nd 

Sat in May to Dec 31 

S – 4; Must be between 40-50 cm 

(15.7-19.7 in) 

C – 2; Must be between 40-50 cm 

(15.7-19.7 in) 

Largemouth & 

Smallmouth Bass or 

any combination 

3rd Sat in June to 

Dec. 15 

S – 6  

C – 2  

Northern Pike 
Jan 1 to Mar 31 & 2nd 

Sat in May to Dec 31 

S – 6  

C – 2 

Muskellunge 
1st Sat in June to Dec 

15 

S – 1; must be greater than 91 cm (36 

in) C – 0  

Yellow Perch Open all year 
S – 50 

C – 25  

Crappie Open all year 
S – 30  

C – 10  

Sunfish Open all year 

S – 300, only 30 may be greater than 

18 cm (7.1 in). 

C – 15  

Brook Trout Open all year 
S – 5 

C – 2  

Rainbow Trout Open all year 
S – 5  

C – 2  

Lake Trout 
4th Sat in May to Sept 

8 

S – 2 

 

S = sports licence  

C = conservation licence 

 

Barred Owl (Alan Boyce) 

Who Says Rat Snakes aren’t Cuddly? 

(Alan Boyce) 

Trophy Walleye (From Tom Bryant)  

http://www.fimla.org/
http://www.ontario.ca/document/2015-ontario-fishing-regulations-summary
http://www.ontario.ca/document/2015-ontario-fishing-regulations-summary
http://www.ontario.ca/document/2015-ontario-fishing-regulations-summary
mailto:arboyce@gmail.com
http://www.flickr.com/photos/arboyce
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The Lake Partner Program 

The Lake Partner Program is a 

province-wide, volunteer-based, 

water quality monitoring program. 

The sampling program allows for 

early detection of changes in the 

nutrient status and/or clarity of 

the water of Ontario lakes. The 

program is a partnership between 

the Ministry of Environment and 

Federation of Ontario Cottage 

Association. You can access 

historical and current data from 

lakes across Ontario on the LPP 

website: 

http://desc.ca/programs/LPP 

 

A special vote of thanks to our 

water test volunteers who are: 

 Brett Dark, Fourteen Island 

Lake 

 Bob Carr, Mink Lake 

 Peter Bedoukian, Little John 

and Little John’s Sister Lakes 

 
  

Please feel free to contact 

your executive. 

President: 
Gord Rodgers  

gordrodgers@xplornet.com   

613-374-3521 

Vice President: 
Brett Dark 

brettandlory.dark@gmail.com  

613-374-1789 

Past President:  
Anne Tucker 

ethela@sympatico.ca  

613-969-8747 

Secretary: 
Sue Grigg 

bsgrigg@gmail.com  

(613) 374-1083 

Treasurer: 
Chris Caswell 

caswellbruins@gmail.com  

(613)-374-5299 

Lake Steward:  
Susan Pine 

j.pine@sympatico.ca  

613-962-4765 

Feeder Lakes Rep:  
Peter Bedoukian 

peter.bedoukian@gmail.com  

613-985-1205 

Communications: 
Open 

fimla@outlook.com  

 

Fourteen Island Lake Dam –  
Work Detail 

Please put the date aside to 

help clear some of the beaver 

debris that has accumulated 

behind the Fourteen Island Lake 

dam: 

 August 22nd 

 (rain day) August 23rd  

More information will be 

available at the AGM. 

 

Willy’s Lane Boat Launch 

Dates 

The following opening dates 

have been agreed for the 2015 

season: 

 Spring:  Friday, Apr 24 to 

Monday, May 25 

 Labour Day:   Saturday, Sept 5 

to Monday, Sep 07 

 Fall:  Saturday Sep 19 to 

Monday, Oct 12 

Please note: 

Permission only applies to 

paid-up FIMLA members for 2015. 

Gates will be locked at all 

other times and boats cannot be 

taken in or out EXCEPT IN AN 

EMERGENCY.  If you have an 

emergency and must take a boat 

in or out please contact one of 

the FIMLA executive to make 

arrangements. Gates cannot be 

unlocked for friends or visitors to 

take boats in or out between the 

agreed opening dates. Those of 

you who use the launch are also 

requested to make a voluntary 

donation to the Willy’s Lane Road 

Association of $10 or $15. 

Remember: the launch is on 

private property, and use is 

through the generosity of the 

landowner. 

 

Radon Gas – Learn About it 
at the AGM 

We live in an area that is 

susceptible to the release of 

radon gas into our houses, and it 

might be worth knowing a bit 

more about this cancer-causing 

element. 

Mr. Brooks Gee, Radon 

Specialist and Manager of the 

Kingston area Mr. Radon 

company will be our guest 

speaker at the 2015 AGM. For 

more information try this link to a 

Canadian government information 

source: 

http://healthycanadians.gc.ca/healt

hy-living-vie-saine/environment-

environnement/home-

maison/radon-eng.php   

 

FIMLA Newsletter 

Published occasionally by the 

Fourteen Island and Mink Lakes 

Association.  This edition, Num-

ber 12, published June 2015. 

Inquiries, suggestions, correc-

tions, and contributions may be 

sent to fimla@outlook.com.  

Our mailing address is 

P.O. Box 105 

Hartington, Ontario 

K0H 1W0 
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FIMLA Membership Form 2015 – FIMLA, P.O. Box 195 Hartington, Ontario, K0H 1W0 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Other: Name:  

Address:   

City: Province/State: Postcode/ZIP: 

Country: Email:  

I enclose a cheque / payment in Canadian 

Funds payable to FIMLA 

FIMLA Lake Association 
Membership 2015 ($25): 

Donation: 

Signature: Date: 

 

Please Join FIMLA or Renew Your Member-
ship by the AGM 

 

The Fourteen Island and 

Mink Lakes Association (FIMLA) 

is a volunteer association of 

property owners in the FIMLA 

watershed area working for 

both seasonal and permanent 

residents. 

FIMLA plays an active role in maintaining and enhancing 

our local environment and the quality of life on Fourteen 

Island, Mink, Little John, Little John’s Sister and Buffy Lakes. 

FIMLA also represent the interests and welfare of our 

members to the township of South Frontenac, the County 

and other agencies and organizations. 

Members: 

 Receive a Newsletter and Bulletins about the work of 

the Association and matters of concern to the 

community, and; 

 Are invited to participate at our AGM to learn more 

about their lake, and meet their neighbours 

 Are invited to get involved in projects and help shape the 

future of our lakes. 

Current activities include: 

 Water quality monitoring 

 Maintaining our dams and managing water levels 

 Fisheries monitoring and improvements 

 General awareness and education about relevant matters 

 

Please bring your 2015 membership fee to the AGM, or 

complete the reply slip below and send it with payment to: 

The Treasurer, FIMLA, PO Box 105, Hartington, Ontario, 

K0H 1W0. 

 

FIMLA Annual General Meeting 
and BBQ 

To be held on: 

Saturday, August 1st, 2015  

from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm 

At 

1013 New Island View Lane. 
 

Order of Business 

 10:30-11:00 – Socializing 

 11:00-11:30 – Business Meeting  

 11:30-11:45 – Guest Speaker, Brooks Gee  

(from Mr. Radon)  

 11:45-1:00 – BBQ and Social Event  

 

Bring a chair, a coffee cup, and your favourite beverage. 
 

 

Buffy Lake

Mink Lake
Environmentally Sensitive Area

Township Designation

Fourteen Island Lake

Holleford
Lake

Tim’s
Lake

Little John

Lake

Little John’s

Sister 

Lake
Little John

Lake Dam

Mink Trap Lane
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