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Message from our 
President 

Happy Spring to everyone!  As I 

type this note for the newsletter, I 

am looking out to a cold, wet, 

thoroughly miserable May.  I took the 

long walk to our dock and was 

shocked to see how high the lake is 

right now.  Our floating dock is now 

higher than the stationary dock, 

something that hasn’t happened in the 

17 years we have been here. I guess 

it’s understandable, since it hasn’t 

stopped raining in 6 days.  Then it 

snowed this morning – YUCK!   

I think we can safely say that our 

‘normal’ weather patterns are suc-

cumbing to climate change.  And it’s 

important to keep in mind that it’s 

not only the weather that’s being af-

fected by climate change.  If you are 

bothered by the invasion of ticks over 

the past 4-5 years, you can thank the 

small changes in our weather pat-

terns, particularly the milder winters.  

We can also expect increased algae 

blooms in the late summer and fall; if 

we are vigilant about keeping excess 

phosphorous from entering the lake, 

we can reduce this risk.  So, keep 

your septic tanks in good working 

order, naturalize your shoreline, and 

do your best to reduce the soil 

erosion and runoff into the lake. 

At last year’s AGM we welcomed 

returning and new members, as well 

as two couples new to the lake – 

Mary and Geoff Rae as well as Mike 

Organ and Shelly McWhirter.   

The AGM’s business included 

election of a new slate of officers for 

the FIMLA executive.  Mary and Geoff 

seem to be fitting in to the area very 

nicely, since we were able to get 

Mary on the executive of FIMLA.  

(Some of you might remember that 

the same thing happened to me just 

after Barb and I moved in.) 

One of the reasons Barb and I 

came to eastern Ontario and built a 

house on Fourteen Island Lake was to 

have a destination where our kids and 

their families could come for their 

Ontario cottage fix.  This seems to 

work, sort of.  We see them here for 

a couple of weeks every summer and 

the other visits mean we need to 

head to the west.  In any event, when 

they visit, it’s the nature and the 

water that grabs them – we’ve 

watched our grandkids learn to swim, 

fish, water ski, and find bugs and 

critters, especially snakes.  Our 8-

year old was really proud last 

summer when he found ‘Big Blackie’, 

our resident 73-inch long black rat 

snake.  When he carried it to the 

house to show Gramma, Barb was 

not impressed.  BUT – because we 

live in such a healthy and diverse 

natural environment, my grandkids 

can do all these things, and Barb is 

sort of getting over the snake thing a 

bit.  Sometimes, as Joni Mitchell said, 

we don’t appreciate what we’ve got 

until it’s gone.  When I see our 

environment through the eyes of little 

children, it gives me a better 

appreciation of what we’ve got, and 

the sense that we need to do 

whatever we can to protect and 

enhance it for them as they grow up 

– especially the snakes. 

Have a great summer everyone, 

and hope to see you at the AGM on 

August 5th. 

Gord Rodgers 

The Origins of FIMLA 
The moment of conception for 

our lake association was also a 

moment of panic for me.  I was 

working through the Whig-Standard 

one evening (in the eighties, when the 

Whig was a very good daily journal) 

when I saw a graphic rendering of the 

south shore across from our island.  
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The whole shoreline it seemed had 

been divided into one hundred foot 

lots and these lots were going to be 

up for sale.  The day before, the lake 

had been under-populated; the next it 

was being converted into something 

akin to high density. 

A meeting was hastily called and 

convened in the kitchen of our 

farmhouse.  Several of the Storms 

men attended from Carthage; Floyd 

Deyo was there; Frank Babcock and a 

number of others came, as well.  All 

of us were concerned about over-

development such as had occurred on 

so many lakes in Ontario and New 

York.  At the same time it was 

accepted that some development was 

inevitable and even desirable.  For us 

the bugbear was the question of 

density.  We needed to call a formal 

meeting of cottage owners, create an 

organization, and make concrete 

plans to influence the local council’s 

decisions as they pertained to 

Fourteen Island Lake.  And we 

needed a lawyer – an ace in the field 

of municipal law. 

A friend of mine practised law in 

Toronto.  “I’ve got aces,” he said, 

“but you need a local ace.  I’ll have a 

name for you tonight.” 

That name was Wayne 

Fairbrother who practised in 

Belleville, and coincidentally was a 

good chum of Jim and Sue Pine.  He 

agreed to represent us. “But,” he 

cautioned, “…if we have to go all the 

way to the Ontario Municipal Board 

it could get costly.  You’ll need to 

have $6000 just in case.”  

The founding meeting of our 

association was at the cottage of the 

Childerhoses, now owned by Megan 

Peart and her husband, Nikos.  I 

chaired it and was promptly 

acclaimed as president (power-hungry 

as I am); Jim Pine was nominated as 

vice-president and Floyd Deyo be-

came our treasurer.  The framework 

was rudimentary, but we needed to 

act quickly.  A formal constitution and 

a full slate of executive positions 

could be fleshed out in the future.  At 

that moment, the problem of over-

development was agreed to be our 

critical point of concern.  As chair, I 

reported on the comments of Wayne 

Fairbrother and explained that we 

needed a financial war chest.  

A motion was put forward that we 

each contribute twenty-five dollars to 

this fund. My heart sank. But sitting 

beside me was a wonderful old man 

named Charlie McLaren, Linda 

Oliver’s dad. He put his hand over his 

mouth and whispered to me, “How 

much do you need, son?” Then he 

turned to the meeting and said that 

he wished to make a friendly 

amendment to the motion. “Change 

the twenty-five to $200,” he said.  

Breaking more than one of Robert’s 

Rules of Order, I immediately put the 

motion to a vote.  It passed and I can 

still see the shell-shocked face of the 

original mover.  We would have our 

$6000. 

Over the next months the process 

worked through its Byzantine 

complexities.  Two memories stand 

out.  One was a phone call timed to 

the second to ring at the precise 

instant that the football was kicked to 

begin that year’s super bowl.  It was 

the developer wanting to negotiate a 

few items with me.  I enquired if he 

was from Mars and hung up the 

phone.  A more important learning 

situation involved the mayor of South 

Frontenac, Phil Leonard.  Naively and 

unfairly, I had assumed that Phil was 

in the pocket of the developer.  I was 

wrong.  Phil and his councillors were 

thoughtful, even-handed, and fully 

independent. 

We did not have to use all the 

funds in our reserve;  we did not have 

to go to the OMB;  the number of 

building lots was reduced, with 

frontages varying from 200 feet to 

650 feet.  Council built in restrictions 

such as culverts, proper septic tank 

systems, minimum setbacks from the 

water, etc.  And the best result: the 

folks who purchased were delighted 

with the enhanced value of their new 

property and the lake was blessed 

with the addition of many talented 

and gracious new neighbours. 

The Babcocks – Frank and son 

David – flagged the next problem and 

it was serious.  They had monitored, 

maintained, and controlled the dam 

for decades and now reported that 

the dam had deteriorated drastically.  

It was 1991.  David said, “Another 

winter and it won’t see 1992.” 

This was reported to Phil Leonard 

who called a meeting of the six 

bodies that had a stake in the health 

of the lake:  two conservation au-

thorities, Portland and Loughborough 

Townships, Frontenac County and 

our lake association. 

Immediately, one of these parties 

(whom I choose not to identify), 

announced that nothing could be 

done without ecological and en-

gineering analyses, that these would 

take a full year and would cost about 

$75,000.  I was stunned and declared 

in somewhat forceful tones that a 

grade seven student could take one 

look at the dam and recognize that it 

would not survive another winter. 

Phil Leonard as chair of the meet-

ing then turned to each of the parties 

present, said that he knew precisely 

what their budgets were, what they 

could afford, and finally, what each 

one would be giving to the dam 

restoration. 

I was last and Phil asked, “Peter, 

are you and your association good for 

$2,000?”  I assured him we were.  

The work was done that autumn, the 

dam renewed, and the lake saved 

from turning into a mere river from 

the catastrophic loss of water. 

Like each of our association’s sub-

sequent presidents, I was told that I 

was to be ‘president-for-life,’ but after 

a few years of service, I gave way to a 

http://www.fimla.ca/
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Map Turtle (Turtles of Ontario) 

Snapping Turtle (Jim Pine) 

successor.  Jim Pine became the se-

cond president;  he was followed by 

Dave Babcock and then Anne Tucker.  

Dave had the best non-campaign 

platform: “A fish on every line; a beer 

in every hand.” 

Concerns about water purity, 

invasive species, and the fishery were 

addressed during these years.  As our 

lake community matured, our 

organization adopted a full cons-

titution and elected a slate of officers, 

led by our current president, Gord 

Rodgers.   

It has taken a lot of effort to keep 

our lake the magical place that it is.  

We must stay vigilant and continue 

this effort if we wish to maintain this 

little slice of heaven. 

Peter Peart 

 

Lake Steward’s Report 

Spring 2017 
They say Canadians are always 

talking about the weather and no 

wonder; there is always a tale to tell!   

This year the ice went out on 

April 7, over a week later than in 

2016.  At that point, I did not think 

the water level seemed significantly 

different from a "normal" spring.  

Wow, did that change!  Jim and I 

made two trips to the cottage that 

first weekend in May to ensure the 

place was not afloat.  Fortunately, 

only the dock was askew and we 

were able to secure it from floating 

away completely.  I hope that all of 

our fellow 14 Islanders fared as well.  

In all the years I have been coming to 

the lake (61, although probably only 

55 are truly memorable), I have never 

seen the water level so high.  

Fortunately, we have the dam which 

helps tremendously with controlling 

the level of the lake.  Mind you, the 

water was going over the cement wall 

of the dam, never mind through the 

opening!  Hopefully, wishes for lots of 

sun and minimal rain at night only will 

come true. 

In past submissions to this 

newsletter, I have spoken about the 

ospreys and the loons, but another 

creature on our lake that has always 

held special meaning to me is the 

turtle.  There are three types that are 

seen most commonly on our lake: the 

Painted Turtle, the Map Turtle, and 

the Snapping Turtle.  

I think my first introduction to 

turtles was as a young child visiting 

my grandparents.  I found a small 

painted turtle sitting on a rock at our 

swimming hole and promptly put him 

in a pail.  However, I worried that he 

did not have much freedom in that 

pail and so my grandfather came up 

with a plan.  He drilled a small hole in 

the outer shell of the turtle and I tied 

a string through that and attached the 

other end to a tree on the shoreline. 

Now my new found pet could swim 

or roost to his heart's content. 

That began a longstanding 

tradition of boat trips, where we 

would cruise the shoreline and count 

the Map and Painted Turtles sunning 

on logs and rocks.  I passed on this 

appreciation of the turtles to my 

children.  A favourite summer activity 

was to boat over to Ford Bay where 

there was always an abundance of 

turtles.  We would wait for them to 

scoot off the rock where they were 

sunning to where we could see them 

in the clear water.   Then, we would 

scoop them with a net and bring 

them back to the cottage.  The kids 

found a large old washtub of my 

grandmother which turned out to be 

the perfect home.  After a day or 

two, they would let that one go until 

it was time to go turtle hunting again.  

If you remember the movie, On 

Golden Pond, Norman (Henry Fonda) 

was always trying to catch the elusive 

Walter, a massive trout.  Well, on 14 

Island (Our Golden Pond), we have 

our own Walter, the massive 

snapping turtle.  Every summer, 

someone would report a sighting of 

this huge reptile, but no one was ever 

able to confirm his existence.  Last 

summer that changed.......! 

Susan Pine 
 

Reference: 

https://ontarioturtle.ca/turtles/   

Painted Turtle (Alan Boyce) 

http://www.fimla.ca/
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Open Water 
For thirty-two years, Dave 

Babcock has been keeping records of 

the dates of ice breakup and freeze-

up on Fourteen Island Lake.   

Dave and his family have been 

cottagers on Fourteen Island Lake for 

as long as Susan Pine’s family and 

almost as long as the Storms family. 

The Babcock place is in a small bay a 

bit north of the dam; Dave and his 

Dad, Frank, have taken care of the 

dam for decades. He is an authority 

on the lake’s history, and readily 

provided the records for this article.  

See the table and graph on the right. 

Uncovering a data collection such 

as this is a real treat (thanks Dave!).  

With a bit of patience, a geek with 

Excel can tease lots of neat facts from 

it.  For example, over the past three 

decades, there have been an average 

of 250 days of open water per year 

and 115 days of ice-cover.  The 

average day for spring thaw is April 

10 and for freeze it is December 16.  

Durations and dates may be different 

for Mink Trap, Little John, Little 

John’s Sister, and Buffy Lakes because 

of different water depth, flow rate, 

shade, and wind exposure.  The 

beaver ponds will freeze and thaw 

even sooner.  

The two most recent summer 

seasons have definitely been longer 

than average, with 265 days of open 

water in 2015 and 268 days in 2016.  

And while a two-year trend is not 

enough to indicate climate change, a 

thirty-year trend is more compelling.  

The second graph shows the number 

of ice-free days each year, and the 

trend-line generated from this data is 

clearly going up.  The equation tells 

us that the number of ice-free days 

has increased by an average of more 

than one-half (0.59) day per year for 

28 years.  So our summer is over two 

weeks longer than it was in 1989!   

Alan Boyce 
  

* Freeze Up dates for 1985, 1986, 1987, and 
1988 were not available. The long term 
average was used for these years.  

 

Year Ice Out Date Freeze Up 

Date

1985 1985.04.14 1985.12.16

1986 1986.04.02 1986.12.16

1987 1987.04.05 1987.12.16

1988 1988.04.06 1988.12.16

1989 1989.04.19 1989.11.29

1990 1990.04.11 1990.12.18

1991 1991.04.09 1991.12.15

1992 1992.04.23 1992.12.09

1993 1993.04.14 1993.12.18

1994 1994.04.19 1994.12.12

1995 1995.03.26 1995.12.02

1996 1996.04.17 1996.12.28

1997 1997.04.23 1997.12.17

1998 1998.04.02 1998.12.30

1999 1999.04.12 1999.12.22

2000 2000.03.24 2000.12.09

2001 2001.04.17 2001.12.26

2002 2002.04.09 2002.12.04

2003 2003.04.15 2003.12.09

2004 2004.04.07 2004.12.14

2005 2005.04.11 2005.12.01

2006 2006.04.04 2007.01.17

2007 2007.04.17 2007.12.04

2008 2008.04.16 2008.12.08

2009 2009.03.31 2009.12.10

2010 2010.03.29 2010.12.09

2011 2011.04.11 2011.12.29

2012 2012.03.22 2012.12.25

2013 2013.04.17 2013.12.13

2014 2014.04.22 2014.12.07

2015 2015.04.17 2016.01.07

2016 2016.03.28 2016.12.15

2017 2017.04.10

Ice In/Out on 14 Island Lake, 1985 to 2016 (Data from Dave Babcock) 

Ice Free Days on 14 Island Lake, 1989 to 2016 (Data from Dave Babcock) 
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Common Loon (Alan Boyce) 

Loon Teenager Showing Off 

(Alan Boyce) 

Loon Displaying (Alan Boyce) 

The Canadian Lakes 
Loon Survey 

 

Introduction 

The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey 

(CLLS) is a program coordinated by 

Bird Studies Canada in which citizens 

complete surveys to monitor the 

breeding success of Common Loons 

in Canadian lakes.  Since its inception 

in 1981, 3,200 participants have moni-

tored loons on 4,500 lakes in Canada. 

Canada has an estimated 250,000 

breeding pairs throughout most of 

mainland Canada, representing about 

95% of the world’s Common Loons.  

Loons live more than 20 years in the 

wild and typically return to the same 

breeding territory year after year.  

They feed their young almost exclu-

sively with fish from the nesting lake.   

Loons are a good indicator of the 

health of a lake.  Their reproductive 

success is impacted by mercury 

pollution and acid rain.   Mercury and 

the harmful components of acid rain 

are released to the atmosphere 

during the combustion of fossil fuels – 

the largest source being coal-fired 

power plants. 

The Survey 

The CLLS measures reproductive 

success, using the number of six-

week-old young produced per pair 

each year as a measure of 

reproductive success.  Six-week-old 

chicks are about 70% of adult size and 

have a much lower chance of being 

eaten by a predator, making them 

representative of the number of 

young raised to independence.  

Average annual reproductive success 

of at least one young every other 

year is considered good. 

The CLLS requires at least three 

surveys each season:  a count of the 

numbers of territorial pairs in June; 

the number of hatchlings in July; and 

the number of large young in August. 

 

Trends 

Analyses of CLLS data have found 

that the reproductive success of 

Common Loons has decreased over 

time.  Mercury and acid precipitation 

are among the most important 

factors influencing reproductive 

success in Canada, but the precise 

relationships are complex.   

Acid precipitation causes reduc-

tions in fish abundance, and also in-

creases methyl mercury availability, 

both of which reduce reproductive 

success. 

Loons are more successful nesting 

in larger lakes.  Smaller lakes tend to 

be shallower, receive relatively more 

acid precipitation and hold fewer 

substances that neutralize acids as 

compared to larger lakes.  Also, they 

tend to have lower total numbers of 

fish than larger lakes.  All of these 

factors explain why we can expect to 

see higher loon reproductive success 

on larger lakes than on smaller lakes. 

As well, the number of loon 

breeding pairs is much lower where 

there are high levels of human activity 

or where nest sites have been 

eliminated by development.   

 

Fourteen Island Lake 

In 2016, at least one pair of 

Common Loons nested on Fourteen 

Island Lake.  One chick hatched 

around June 11th, and was observed 

well into the fall. 

I will be participating in the CLLS 

again this year, and would be happy 

to hear your observations of nesting 

loons and hatched chicks on Fourteen 

Island Lake.  Please feel free to 

contact me at: 

 mary.rae@xplornet.ca  

Mary Rae 

  

http://www.fimla.ca/
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Rose Breasted Grosbeak 

 (Alan Boyce) 

Ontario Bans Hunting 
of Snapping Turtles 

Many of you might not realize this, 

but up until very recently, you could 

hunt snapping turtles in this province.  

As of April 1, 2017, the hunting of 

snapping turtles is no longer 

permitted in Ontario.  

Turtles in general are species that 

are at risk from a lot of different 

factors:  habitat loss, road kills, and 

poaching of eggs by other animals.  

The female snapping turtle doesn’t 

reach sexual maturity until she is 

about 17-19 years of age; these 

turtles are believed to live well over 

100 years. 

Here’s an interesting little fact:  

the sex of hatchlings varies depending 

on the temperature that eggs are 

incubated at;  eggs that are kept at a 

temperature of 23-28°C hatch male 

turtles;  eggs incubated at other 

temperatures hatch into females. 

The nest sites of snappers are 

often the side of a road, an 

embankment or a shoreline, but the 

females will use almost any area they 

can excavate.  A single clutch usually 

consists of between 40 and 50 eggs 

which hatch in the fall, unless they 

have been dug up and eaten by any 

number of predators (skunks, foxes, 

raccoons, etc.).   

Snapping turtles only occasionally 

emerge from the water to bask.  

Despite their highly aquatic nature, 

they do not swim particularly well 

and are often observed simply 

walking on the bottom.  They are 

omnivorous and feed on various 

aquatic plants and invertebrates, as 

well as fish, frogs, snakes, small 

turtles, aquatic birds and relatively 

fresh carrion.  Approximately 90 

percent of their diet consists of dead 

animal and plant matter, and this 

species plays an important role in 

keeping lakes and wetlands clean.  

Adult snapping turtles have few 

natural enemies, but both hibernating 

and young adults are occasionally 

victims of opportunistic predation by 

otters and mink.  

Turtles are only aggressive if they 

are threatened on land, and this 

turtle’s only defence from predators 

is to snap repeatedly and scare them 

away.  In water the snapping turtle 

rarely snaps at people or other 

potential threats;  they will simply 

swim away if threatened. 

The snapping turtle is currently 

listed as Special Concern under the 

Ontario Endangered Species Act, 

2007 and Special Concern under the 

federal Species at Risk Act.  The 

species has also been designated as a 

Specially Protected Reptile under the 

Ontario Fish and Wildlife Conserva-

tion Act. 

Report a Sighting 
 The Ministry of Natural Resources 

and Forestry tracks species at risk.  

You can use a handy online form to 

report your sightings to the Natural 

Heritage Information Centre.  

Photographs with specific locations 

or mapping coordinates are always 

helpful. 

 Every year, turtles all over the 

province cross busy roads to get to 

their nesting sites, or use gravel 

shoulders of roads as nesting sites. 

Watch for turtles on the roads, 

especially between May and 

October. 

 The Ontario Reptile and Amphibian 

Atlas also collects observations of 

all Ontario reptiles and amphibians.  

Submit your observations at: 

www.ontarionature.org/atlas. 

 Metro Toronto Zoo’s Adopt-a-

pond Program collects, records and 

stores location and species 

information on Ontario turtles, 

including species at risk.  The 

information that is collected in this 

database will be submitted to the 

Natural Heritage Information 

Centre and will be used to learn 

more about turtle distributions in 

Ontario.  

http://www.torontozoo.com/adopt

apond/turtletally.asp  

Gord Rogers 

 

Seen On Our Lakes 
For this edition of the column, I 

don’t have a theme and haven’t done 

any research.  However, it has been a 

good year for photos.  This spring, in 

particular has been very rewarding.  It 

must be all the rain.  I also finally 

figured out how to get Rose-breasted 

Grosbeaks to come to our feeders.  

They like a tray that they can stand 

on, and a mix of seeds. 

Snapping Turtle (Alan Boyce) 

http://www.fimla.ca/
http://www.ontario.ca/speciesatrisk
http://www.ontario.ca/speciesatrisk
http://www.sararegistry.gc.ca/default.asp?lang=En&n=24F7211B-1
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_97f41_e.htm
http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/statutes/english/elaws_statutes_97f41_e.htm
http://www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/turtletally.asp
http://www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/turtletally.asp
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Wild Turkey at 14 Island Lake 

(Alan Boyce) 

This Wild Turkey has been 

snooping around the property, 

cleaning up around the bird feeder.  

She watches me closely and heads for 

the bush if startled at all, but she did 

allow me a couple of close-ups.  

As for the next photo, I’ve always 

called these Black Rat Snakes, but 

apparently they are properly called 

Gray Ratsnakes.  And everyone will 

be pleased to know that they can 

swim as well as climb walls and trees. 

The abundant rain combined with 

the sunny days have made a good mix 

for the turtles.  One needs to wait 

patiently for them to return to their 

log or rock after their initial panic. 

 

This sandpiper has been seen 

hopping along the shore from Van 

Nest’s to MacKay’s and over to 

Beaver Island.  It took me some time 

to figure out what it was, because it is 

juvenile, which has different plumage 

than the adult. 

In my opinion, the Wood Duck is 

one of the prettiest of the Duck 

family.  They are, however, somewhat 

rare on our end of the lake, and are 

frustratingly timid.  Just walking to-

wards the window to take the photo 

can be enough to set them into flight.  

This one was captured during the 

distraction of a rainstorm, through 

the window, and at a distance.   

Whatever;  I finally got a shot of a 

Wood Duck.  It is better than my 

grainy, too-blurry, almost-silhouette 

pictures of a Broad-winged Hawk, far 

above the west end of 14 Island Lake.   

Also at the west end of the lake, 

also way up high, was another new 

(to me) bird, performing aerial 

acrobatics.  It took some fiddling in 

Lightroom to deal with the grain and 

bring out the details, but it looks a lot 

like a Common Nighthawk  

In the pursuit of sharp photos, the 

loon’s shyness can present a 

challenge.  Sometimes, though, they 

allow me to get close enough for long 

enough to get just that right shot.  

Here is that shot. 

Up Close and Personal with a Loon 

 (Alan Boyce) 
Wood Duck in the Rain 

 (Alan Boyce) 

Painted Turtles Warming Up in 

Caswell’s Lagoon  (Alan Boyce) 

Gray Ratsnake on the Water 

 (Alan Boyce) 

Juvenile Spotted Sandpiper on 

Beaver Island (Alan Boyce) 

Common Nighthawk Above  

14 Island Lake (Alan Boyce) 

http://www.fimla.ca/
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Stop the presses.  This one I took 

this morning while making my coffee 

at an editorial break.  Only this week, 

a friend and I were wondering 

whether one would ever find 

Mergansers in a tree.  Now we know.   

So here is another thing that 

makes this lake special.  Except for 

the picture of the Nighthawk, which 

was taken from the boat, all the 

pictures in this article were taken 

within 100 metres of our house.  

Several were taken through the 

window from the kitchen.  Wow. 

Thanks to Mary Rae for helping 

me with the bird identifications.   

Alan Boyce 

 

Water Testing Report 
2016 

The results for 2016 again show 

that the values for the trophic states 

(biological condition) of our lakes are 

within acceptable limits.  The phos-

phorous levels (measured in micro-

grams per litre or µg/l) for Little John 

and Little John’s Sister trended 

upwards in 2015, at 15 µg/l for Little 

John, and 28 µg/l for Little John’s 

Sister.  In 2016 the levels were 11.8 

and 20 µg/l.  These levels appear to 

have dropped and are more in line 

with the historical trophic state of 

these lakes.  Although this is good 

news, we need to consistently 

monitor this in future years to 

confirm this stabilizing trend. 

The phosphorous levels in 14 

Island and Mink lakes have been 

remarkably consistent over the years, 

which indicates stability in our lake 

environment .  Phosphorous levels in 

14 Island taken this year in May and 

June averaged between 7.6 and 9 µg/l 

between the west and mid basin test-

ing sites. Although the overall yearly 

testing average was 10 µg/l, the May 

and June results are the most accu-

rate representation of the lake’s 

phosphorous levels.  Mink Lake has 

amazingly consistent yearly phos-

phorous levels with a low of 6.6 and 

high of 10.4 µg/l, averaging out to 8.5 

µg/l over the testing season in 2016. 

Fourteen Island’s water clarity 

level dropped slightly in 2016 from 

around 8 metres in 2015 to 7.2 

metres over the testing season. But 

clarity levels in all lakes are consistent 

and are well within acceptable limits. 

Please reference the graphs below 

that show both water clarity and 

phosphorous levels in our lakes 

between 2009 and 2016. 

Brett Dark 

SWIMLA 
OK, one more sighting.  If anyone 

spotted a pudgy, bald, 60-year-old guy 

out swimming in the middle of the 

lake on August 9, 2016, that was me. 

2 hours, 20 minutes from the boat 

put-in at Willy’s Lane to Jumping 

Rock in Mink Lake – 5.2 km. 

 

So there’s the challenge. 

If I can get enough time in the 

water this year, maybe I’ll try to do all 

five lakes – the FIMLA lakes, not the 

Great ones.  Anyone want to join 

me? 

Thanks to Joyce, Gail, and Dave 

for providing kayak and boat escort, 

and thanks to the power-boaters for 

always watching out for us slower-

moving craft. 

Alan Boyce  

Hooded Merganser in White Pine Tree 

(Alan Boyce) 

GPS Track of 14 Island Lake Swim 

 (Alan Boyce) 
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FIMLA AGM 2016 
Minutes (Draft) 

The 2016 Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) of the Fourteen Island and 

Mink Lakes Association (FIMLA) took 

place at the home of Alan Boyce and 

Joyce Hodgins on Saturday, July 30, 

2016 and was attended by 60-plus 

members and several invited guests. 

Welcome – Gord Rodgers 

FIMLA President Gord Rodgers 

called the meeting to order at 11:00 

am.  Gord expressed thanks to Joyce 

and Alan for hosting the meeting 

again in 2016.  

Gord welcomed Mayor Ron Van-

dewal and local councillors Ross 

Sutherland and John McDougall. Gord 

expressed appreciation for their 

attendance at the AGM and the link 

between FIMLA and South Frontenac 

Township, including the annual lake 

association get together with the 

township in August.  

New members Michael Organ and 

Shelly (Michelle) McWhirter were 

welcomed.  They moved to Deer 

Park Lane on the lake in 2016. 

Gord thanked the newsletter team 

for their work on the spring 2016 

FIMLA newsletter.  Members can 

submit content to Gord or Alan for 

the 2017 newsletter. Copies of the 

2016 newsletter were available at the 

meeting.  

Gord thanked Peter Bedoukian for 

revamping the FIMLA website 

(www.FIMLA.ca), and put out a call to 

the membership for material or 

photos to add;  the intent is to make 

the website an ongoing live project.  

The newsletters will be posted under 

the ‘Minutes’ page of the website. 

Thanks were given to Anne for 

organizing the food for the barbeque 

with the help of Susan Pine, who 

wasn’t able to attend this year. 

Gord noted that Brett Dark is 

retiring from the executive and 

expressed appreciation for all of 

Brett’s work over the years as a 

stalwart member of FIMLA. 

 

2015 AGM Minutes – Gord 
Rodgers 

A motion was made to accept the 

2015 AGM Minutes as presented in 

the spring 2016 newsletter.  

Resolution 2016-1 

Moved by: Joe Buckley 

Seconded by: Geoff Rae 

Voted: Passed 

 

2015 Financial Report and 
2016 Proposed Budget – 
Chris Caswell 

Chris Caswell presented an 

informative summary of the 2015 

Financial Report as of December 31, 

2015, and the 2016 Proposed Budget 

(attached).  The balance as of 

December 31, 2015 was $6,165.01.  

The estimated 2016 year-end balance 

is $2,065.01 (minus $4,000 reserve). 

Membership fee revenue was higher 

than expected in 2015; membership 

donations were acknowledged and 

appreciated.  Website fees increase in 

2016 since the website is switching to 

a new webhost with a three year 

contract.  

There was some discussion about 

the $4,000.00 reserve for potential 

future projects (e.g., repair of the 

dam);  an additional levy would likely 

be proposed at such time as dam 

repair is required.  Brett noted that 

based on past investigations, the dam 

is owned by landowners on either 

side and no government agency takes 

responsibility for it.  Replacement 

costs were estimated five years ago at 

$25,000 (rough estimate now is 

$30,000 to $35,000).  It was originally 

a board and mortar dam built for 

logging purposes, and later cement 

capped on both sides.  There are 

some cracks in the concrete cap, but 

currently there appears to be no 

imminent danger; if needed there 

could be interim repairs done with 

professional advice.  Brett had 

prepared a Trillium grant application 

but was told it didn’t qualify;  we 

could look to partnerships 

(municipalities offer in-kind support 

for some projects).  The woody 

debris clean-up in summer 2015 

helped relieve stress on the dam; 

volunteers for that clean-up were 

thanked;  that work could be done 

again as needed. 

 

Resolution 2016-2 

Be it resolved that the 2015 

Financial Statement and 2016 Budget 

be accepted as presented at the July 

30, 2016 Annual General Meeting. 

Moved by: Curtis Armstrong 

Seconded by: Anne Brown 

Voted: Passed 

Parking Lot at the AGM 

 (Alan Boyce) 

Chris Keeping the Accounts  and  

Sue Keeping the Minutes 

(Alan Boyce) 
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FIMLA Financial Report Dec 31, 2015 

Item 
Budget 

2015 

Actual 

2015 

Balance December 31, 2014 $ 5,521.67 $ 5,521.67 

   

Income    

   

Memberships $ 1,200.00 $ 1,350.00 

Member Donations  $   265.00 

Sale of Mugs  $   255.00 

Lake Plan Book 0.00 $     10.00 

Total Income $ 1,200.00 $ 1,880.00 

   

Expenses    

   

AGM ($   300.00) ($   114.00) 

Communications ($   500.00) ($    62.32) 

Web hosting ($   100.00) ($    67.80) 

PO Box ($   150.00) ($   176.28) 

FOCA ($   350.00) ($   300.50) 

Boat launch insurance ($   250.00) ($   250.00) 

Purchase of mugs (gifts) ($  0.00) ($   265.76) 

Total Expenses ($ 1,650.00) ($ 1,236.66) 

   

Year End Balance   

Balance December 31, 2015 $ 5071.67 $ 6,165.01 

 

FIMLA Proposed Budget 2016 

Item Amount Totals 

Opening Balance  $ 6,165.01 

   

Income Estimate   

   

Memberships $ 1,400.00  

Mugs $   300.00  

Total Income  $ 1,700.00 

   

Expenses Estimate   

   

Mugs ($   300.00)  

Communications ($   300.00)  

AGM ($   200.00)  

Web hosting ($   200.00)  

PO Box ($   200.00)  

FOCA ($   350.00)  

Boat launch insurance ($   250.00)  
Total Expenses   ($ 1,800.00) 

   

Reserve    

   

Future Projects (Dam, etc) ($ 4,000.00)  

Total Reserves  ($ 4,000.00) 

   

Year End Balance Estimate   

Balance December 31, 2016  $ 2,065.01 

 

Election of 2016-2018 FIMLA 
Executive – Gord Rodgers 

There was a call in the 2015 

newsletter for volunteers for 

representatives on the executive; 

Mary Rae agreed to stand for 

nomination as vice-president. 

 

Resolution 2016-3 

Be it resolved that the following 

candidates be accepted as executive 

members of FIMLA for the 2016-2018 

calendar years: 

 President: Gord Rodgers  

 Vice-President: Mary Rae  

 (Past-President Anne Tucker) 

 Secretary: Susan Grigg 

 Treasurer: Chris Caswell  

 Lake Steward: Susan Pine  

 Feeder Lakes Representative: Peter 

Bedoukian 

 Communications: Alan Boyce 

Moved by: Brett Dark 

Seconded by: Grace Dalo 

Voted: Passed 

 

Water Quality Update – Brett 
Dark 

Brett noted that water quality 

remains consistent in the lakes. 

Clarity increased (likely due to zebra 

mussels) and phosphorus is steady in 

14 Island Lake.  Early spring (May) is 

the best time to take water samples.  

Secchi disk readings are taken six 

times per year at two depths and 

averaged over the summer.  

Loons and the Canadian 
Lakes Loon Survey – Mary 
Rae 

Mary Rae is participating in Bird 

Studies Canada’s citizen survey 

monitoring the breeding success of 

Common Loons, which started in 

1981.  The study measures the 

number of six-week old chicks.   

There are over 3000 participants 

on 4500 lakes across Canada.  There 

are 250,000 pairs of loons in Canada 

(95 % of the world population); loons 

are long-lived and return to the same 

area each year.  One chick every two 

years is enough to sustain the loon 

population.  Loons are a good 

indicator of lake health; they are 

sensitive to mercury and acid rain 

(affects reproductive success).   

The survey is done at least three 

times in one year: June (breeding 

pairs), July (hatchlings) and August 

(fledglings).  Bird Studies Canada 

prepared a report in 2013 for the 
An Intense Debate at the AGM 

(Alan Boyce) 
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Black Carpenter Ant 

(Ohioline, Ohio State University) 

years 1981 to 2012, indicating breed-

ing success has decreased over time.   

Loons are more successful in lakes 

with less acidity; acid rain decreases 

fish and increases mercury availability, 

which is toxic to loons.  Mary 

participated in the 2016 loon survey; 

at least one hatching this year in a 

nest west of Alan and Joyce’s.  Mary 

hasn’t observed west and east ends of 

the lake.  

If anyone wants to participate and 

submit observations, Mary is happy to 

submit on behalf of 14 Island Lake.  

Discussion ensued about loon 

behavior observed on the lake, and 

about numbers seen over the years.  

The best way to confirm numbers is 

by recording observation and 

submitting the information to the 

Canadian Lakes Loon Survey at  

http://www.birdscanada.org/volunt

eer/clls 

 

Guest Speaker – Curtis and 
Brendan Monnier, 
Greenshield Pest Control 

Curtis and Brendan Monnier 

presented on the services that 

Greenshield Pest Control provides to 

cottagers to address pest pressures.  

The company is based in Kingston 

and is locally owned and operated; 

they provide residential, cottage, 

commercial and industrial services.  

They have government licensed 

applicators and wildlife and bat 

technicians, with a 24/7 on-call 

emergency service.   

Insect pests include carpenter 

ants, spiders and wasps.  Carpenter 

ants live in colonies, each colony 

could have thousands of ants.  The 

winged ants are the reproductive 

females; the ants hibernate in nests in 

the winter.  Carpenter ants don’t eat 

wood; they construct their nest by 

hollowing out wood.  They prefer 

moist, decayed wood (decks, 

porches, roofs, attics, trees).  

Carpenter ants are simple to detect, 

but often not noticed until they are 

well advanced.  They can be managed 

by a cottager, but experts have 

different and more equipment to 

address them.  Greenshield Pest 

Control uses the least amount of 

insect pesticide possible.  Treatment 

inside a home is fairly extensive; they 

also recommend treating exteriors 

and doing ongoing preventive 

treatment.  Preventive treatment 

includes correcting moisture 

problems (roof leaks or plumbing 

leaks), removing branches that link to 

the structure, and clearing away 

rotting debris.  It is recommended 

that firewood be stacked well away 

from a home.   

The company also provides 

services to control other insects and 

wildlife (e.g. mice) and invasive 

species such as wild parsnip.  

Pennsylvania wood cockroaches are 

in the area.   

Discussion and questions and 

answers followed.  Tiny, fine sawdust 

is a sign of carpenter ants.  You need 

to be concerned if you see ants inside 

the home, or crawling on the 

exterior structure (apply an environ-

mentally friendly product along 

exterior of windows and doors).  

Carpenter ants are the biggest black 

ants that you see, some are winged 

(scouts); they are not the ants with 

ant hills.  They are often in trees 

around cottages.  If you disturb a 

colony in a tree they will move to a 

new location.   

Gord thanked Curtis and Brendan 

for the talk and the information. 

Q&A and Adjournment 

Attendees were encouraged to fill 

in the questionnaire provided to 

indicate what the desired initiatives 

for the lake association.  

The AGM was adjourned at 12:15 

pm and the membership then enjoyed 

a barbeque and desserts and 

beverages by the lakeshore.  The 

meat was purchased from Gilmour’s 

on 38 at Hartington.  

Susan Grigg 

 

Internet Access in 
Rural Ontario 

Moving to the country from the 

city involved a few sacrifices:  a long 

drive to get milk for the coffee;  an 

even longer drive to pick up blue 

cheese or bok choi;  and plowing the 

driveway is now a requirement, not a 

choice.  But the real sacrifice was 

internet access.   

Just as fibre optic cable was being 

installed into my old neighbourhood, 

enabling sizzling speeds of 1 Gbps and 

unlimited data usage, we found we 

were dragged back into the dark ages 

of the last century.  Good old reliable 

DSL (even at 5 Mbps) is not available 

at all on the lake because we are too 

far from the switching office.  Cable 

(150 Mbps) isn’t offered in the area.  

Line-of-site wireless (25 Mbps, if you 

are lucky) isn’t available to our 

property because our only line-of-site 

Burgs & Visiting (Alan Boyce) 
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Echostar 19  
(Xplornet) 

is to the Canadian Shield and to for-

ests.   

So, for the past 3 years, we have 

been relegated to satellite:  3 or 4 

Mbps most of the time, only 50 

GB/month before it gets really 

expensive, six-tenths of a second ex-

tra delay every time we click the 

mouse, flaky service if there is mois-

ture in the air, and no service if it is 

raining hard.  The worst part is that 

there are frequent drop-outs, where 

we lose the connection and have to 

restart the music streaming or re-

login to the bank site.  Netflix is al-

most impossible some evenings.  And 

on late summer afternoons, when the 

teenagers on the lakes come in from 

water-skiing and start watching 

videos, our data rate drops to below 

1 Mbps.  It is worse than dial-up! 

Now, our son rightly calls these 

“first world problems,” but that we 

should still try to get better service.  I 

think it has arrived. 

The new service is still from 

Xplornet;  it still runs over a satellite 

link;  it still is susceptible to rain fade 

and drop-out; it still has a 600ms path 

delay.  But it is fast – 25 Mbps!  It is 

also a much bigger satellite (Echostar 

XIX, also branded as Jupiter – 

weighing 6765 kg and a total length of 

26 meters tip to tip) with far greater 

capacity than the old one, so there 

will be more bandwidth to go around.   

Better yet, Xplornet has reserved 

capacity on yet another satellite, due 

to launch later in 2017.  Together, 

these two birds will triple the total 

bandwidth that Xplornet can offer to 

Canadian customers.  That should 

allow us a few years before demand 

exceeds capacity.   

More detail is available in their 

press release at 

 https://www.xplornet.com/who-

we-are/news/reliable-internet-rural-

canadians/. 

From an earlier press release, it 

appears that Xplornet is also planning 

on growing their fixed wireless net-

work this year with more LTE Inter-

net service rolling out across Canada.  

They are promising more towers, 

faster speeds, more data capacity and 

more communities served, which, I 

hope, will benefit our neighbourhood.   

As cool as it is to say we get our 

internet over satellite, the terrestrial 

system is more reliable, faster, 

cheaper, and has larger data capacity.  

I would switch if we had LTE access 

to a new tower. 

For now, if your internet service is 

poor, give Xplornet a call.  If your 

poor service has been from Xplornet, 

tell them you don’t want to pay the 

installation fee. 

Alan Boyce 
 

Coot Report 
“We’re going off-line as of now!”  

I shouted in to the kitchen.  I had just 

opened the latest hydro bill and I 

feared my heart was going to seize 

up.  I didn’t know that numbers could 

go that high.  “Off-line!  Right now!”  

I shouted again. 

“Yes, dear;  that’s nice,” answered 

Mildred;  that would be Mrs. Coot.  

She’s been known on occasion to not 

take full note of some of my 

declarations.  Yet she’s somewhat the 

cause of this new crisis.  She likes to 

keep the house warm, toasty in fact.  

I suspect it has something to do with 

her getting on in years.  So our house 

makes me imagine what a tropical 

forest must be like in the hot season.  

Of course I’ve never been to a 

tropical forest.  Enough trees to be 

seen around here, is my way of 

thinking, without wasting all that 

money on airplane tickets and such. 

I went out to the storage shed and 

took the tarp off the Yamaha 

generator that I bought a couple of 

years ago for when we had our next 

big ice storm or some such 

emergency.  And if this latest 

electrical bill ain’t an emergency then 

I don’t want to see what is.  When I 

checked the gas it was bone dry, so 

I’d have to go to the village and get 

some of that top-grade stuff, because 

you weren’t supposed to use regular 

gas seeing as how it might have some 

of that ethanol that comes from corn 

in it.  It might be better put to use 

feeding people if you ask me.  But 

before I went I shut off the main 

electrical switch to the house.  Might 

as well get started promptly on this 

off-line business is how I looked at it. 

Well, have you seen the price of 

premium gas?  And it went up again 

on the first day of the New Year.  

Something to do with carbon I’m 

told.  Although when I went to school 

a hundred years ago we learned that 

all life depended on carbon dioxide.  

So I could only bring myself to fill half 

the can.  We’d simply have to cut 

back on our use of electrical gadgetry. 

When I got home Mildred was in a 

right tizzy.  I’d cut off the power and 

now she discovered she had no heat.  

Her hair dryer and curling iron didn’t 

much work either.  And when I told 

her that we were reducing our re-

liance on electrical gadgetry she 

looked at me and asked if that includ-

ed gadgets such as the oven, fridge 

and television.  She was some upset. 

I hurried outside, filled the gener-

ator with over-priced gas and plugged 

it into the outlet for the house.  Then 

I went to sit on the chair of ease 

behind our house and think upon a 

http://www.fimla.ca/
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method or two of increasing our 

funds so that we could afford the gas. 

When I went back inside I made 

an announcement to Mildred;  that 

would be Mrs. Coot.  “I’m going to 

start growing marijuana.  There are 

enough people around here who 

smoke whacky tobbacky that I could 

make a nice little fortune.”  When 

Mildred informed me that our 

current leader, the sunny ways son of 

the old Sun God, was all set to 

legalize the stuff and sell it on every 

street corner, well that dream just 

sorta collapsed.   

“Maybe you could cut down on 

that expensive hooch that I smell on 

your breath on too many occasions.  

That would save us enough money 

that we wouldn’t have to worry 

about your electrical shenanigans,” 

Mildred called in from the kitchen. 

I pretended to not hear her and 

went out to the shed where I kept a 

bottle of very reasonably priced 

scotch, poured a slosh into an empty 

nail jar and thought: “What about 

those windmill things I’ve seen 

whirling about on Wolfe Island?” 

Then I remembered when I was a boy 

on my grandpa’s farm just the other 

side of Desert Lake Road.  He had a 

windmill and the damn thing 

screeched like a banshee in the 

slightest breeze.  A body could never 

get a proper night’s sleep.   

“Well then, how about some of 

those solar panels?” A possibility but 

I’d have to cut down a slew of trees, 

and while I’m not what you would call 

a greenie, I’m not partial to cutting 

down the forest.  And besides we 

didn’t even see the sun from 

Christmas to halfway through March. 

Just then a screech came from the 

house.  Almost made me drop my 

drink.  And the generator had 

stopped.  It seems Mildred had 

turned on the TV to catch a 

‘Jeopardy’ re-run and the system 

became overloaded and blew a fuse. 

“If you are interested in ever 

eating another meal in this house…” 

she began.  But I didn’t hear the end.  

I was back outside turning on the 

main electrical switch. 

And that’s my report. 

Delbert Coot 
 

Reports from the Road 
Associations 
Introduction 

A few of the properties on our 

lakes have direct access off of public 

roads, including Desert Lake Road, 

Holleford Road, Hinchinbrook Road, 

and Bauder Road.  Most, however, 

make some use of private lanes.  

Road access, maintenance, and snow 

plowing for these lanes are managed 

by one of several different lane 

management associations.   

To give these organizations a bit 

more visibility, we asked each for a 

brief submission for this newsletter. 
  

Willy’s Lane 

In the 18th season of WLRA 

(Willy’s Lane Road Association), we 

look back on the years of maintaining 

and improving Willy’s Lane from 

Hinchinbrook Road to the gate at 

Trousdale’s property.  We have man-

aged to keep the surface smooth and 

serviceable at minimum cost to the 

residents.  While WLRA looks after 

the most heavily travelled section of 

Willy’s Lane during the spring, sum-

mer, and early fall seasons, Cousin’s 

Lane is managed separately.  Winter 

maintenance is handled privately by 

those who live here year-round. 

 Besides normal maintenance, we 

try to continue our program of 

adding RAP (reconstituted asphalt) to 

the road.  This has proved beneficial 

in reducing erosion and wear.  At 

present both Willy’s and Cousin’s 

Lanes are in very good shape.  Each 

year during the spring thaw or ‘mushy 

season,’ we have to relieve the melt 

water build-up in some areas by filling 

pot holes and digging small drainage 

canals (which are later filled in with 

gravel) on the road.  Once the road 

dries out it can be graded smooth so 

that by Victoria day weekend it is 

ready for returning cottagers. 

 WLRA charges an annual fee to 

27 residents.  We also encourage 

folks who launch their boats at 

Trousdale’s launch site to contribute 

$15 per family towards road mainten-

ance.  Each year we have one work 

day where volunteers help trim, de-

litter, and tidy up the road.  This year 

it will occur on Saturday, June 17 at 

10:00 hrs.  We schedule an annual 

meeting each year and as of the time 

of writing, the date is undecided. 

 The management will change this 

year as David Gilmore and Marion 

will move nearer to Kingston.  Tim 

Brown has agreed to chair the WLRA 

starting this Fall with Stu MacFarlane 

continuing to represent Cousin’s 

Lane and Marj Peart as treasurer. 

 Sincere thanks are extended to 

those who have supported WLRA 

over the years. 

David Gilmore 
 

Deer Park 

The Deer Park Road Association 

oversees the summer and winter 

maintenance of the 3 km of municipal 

roads on the south shore of 14 Island 

Lake, including Deer Park Lane, 

Wood Duck Lane, Porcupine Lane 

and Little Deer Lane.  These lanes 

give access to 24 residences.   

This volunteer organization is led 

by residents Geoff Rae, Coordinator 

and David Jefferies, Past Coordinator. 

Participation in the maintenance of 

the roads and payment of fees is 

mandated on the landowners’ titles 

since the original township subdivi-

sion plan registered in 1989.   
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In the fall of 2014, the road associ-

ation conducted an assessment of the 

road conditions, hill grades, and 

maintenance records, and provided it 

to residents and the township. In 

2015 the road association paid to 

improve ditches, to increase the road 

crown where possible, and to place 

compacted recycled asphalt product 

(RAP) on five hills that were experi-

encing severe erosion.  The munici-

pality then reimbursed the road 

association 50% of the cost of 

improvements under their lane 

assistance program.   

Generally the RAP application on 

hills has been very durable.  In 2016, 

the road association, with additional 

contributions from some residents, 

applied RAP on four more hills and a 

large curve that was experiencing se-

vere recurring potholes.  The severity 

of the 2016-17 spring snow and 

rainfall conditions caused significantly 

more potholes in some areas.  

The Road Association continues 

to meet with the municipality this 

year to plan for further work. 

David Jefferies 
 

North Shore Lanes  
FINFLA 

The lanes on the north side of 14 

Island Lake are maintained by FINFLA 

(Fourteen Island North Feeder Lake 

Association).  We are 64 property 

owners, of whom 32 are full-time 

residents.  There are roughly 10 lanes 

totaling 12 km.  FINFLA collects fees 

from all property owners and 

maintains the primary lane 

(Meredith).  We have a two-tier fee 

schedule: one for developed lots and 

another (lower) fee for undeveloped 

lots.  The smaller lanes off the 

primary lane are maintained by the 

folks who live on them.  

Our lanes are improved every 

year thanks to the efforts of our 

terrific road engineers – currently 

Carl Turner, formerly Stu St John, 

and others before them.  I hear 

stories about the road conditions in 

the earlier days, which makes us ap-

preciate their dedication even more.   

We do have a pot-hole filling day 

in the Spring.  This year there were 

29 people out for a couple of hours 

with their ATVs, shovels and 

enthusiasm.  Makes for a great 

community effort – rewarded with 

coffee, cookies, and hot dogs!  

When Carl is not grading the 

roads with his tractor, he is attempt-

ing to frustrate the beavers in their 

constant efforts to block up our many 

culverts.  The water is still flowing, so 

I guess Carl is winning. 

We are lucky to have a great 

executive team with Chris, Lynn, Alan 

and Carl.  Thanks also to all who have 

contributed their time and energy 

over the years. It's part of what 

makes this a great neighbourhood! 

Peter Bedoukian 

 

FINSPA 

The Fourteen Island North Snow 

Plowing Association (FINSPA) 

manages the snow plowing for 

Meredith Lane as well as for all of the 

feeder lanes.  The fee structure 

ensures year-round access to about 

30 full-time residents and provides 

(for a lesser fee) occasional winter 

access for seasonal residents and 

owners of vacant lots. 

Thanks to our contractor, Boyd 

Morey, for his excellent service and 

to our membership for their 

continuing support.  

Chris Caswell 
 

How Do You Fill a Pot-hole? 

If you are using RAP, the hole 

must be over-filled so that after pack-

ing down, the patch is convex – i.e. it 

is higher than the surface of the road.   

And never scrape the top off of 

the patch. 

Submissions Invited 
We are hoping to publish an-

other edition of this newsletter 

in the late fall or winter.  If suc-

cessful, we may make it a habit. 

We would be very happy to 

receive letters, articles, photo-

graphs, random thoughts, mes-

sages or requests from any of 

our members.  Anything that will 

help build our community will be 

welcome! 

Thanks, 

Alan Boyce 

 arboyce@gmail.com  

Heavy Roller on Little Deer Lane 

(David Jefferies) 

Carl & Stu Installing the Beaver 

Deceiver (Robert Powell) 

http://www.fimla.ca/
mailto:arboyce@gmail.com
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Fishing Seasons and Regulations 
The Napanee watershed, which includes our lakes, 

is in Ontario Fisheries Management Zone 18. 

Possession limits for species commonly found in our 

lakes are summarized in the accompanying table. Catch 

limits are shown separately for holders of a Sport 

Fishing Licence or a Conservation Fishing Licence.  

Please note the size restrictions, as well as the 

aggregate limits for some species. 

Please note that this table is believed to be 

accurate, however, authoritative information can be 

found on the Government of Ontario website: 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-fishing-

regulations-summary  

and 

http://files.ontario.ca/environment-and-

energy/fishing/2017/2017_FMZ_18_English.pdf  

 

  
2017 FIMLA  

Annual General Meeting and BBQ 

To be held on: 

Saturday, August 5th, 2017 

from 10:30 am to 3:00 pm 

(Note extended time for BBQ & socializing!) 

At 

1013 New Island View Lane. 

Order of Business 

 10:30 - 11:00 – Socializing 

 11:00 - 11:30 – Business Meeting  

 11:30 - 11:45 – Speaker  

 11:45 -   3:00 – BBQ and Social Event  

Bring a chair, a coffee cup, and your favourite beverage. 

 

Buffy Lake

Mink Lake
Environmentally Sensitive Area

Township Designation

Fourteen Island Lake

Holleford
Lake

Tim’s
Lake

Little John

Lake

Little John’s

Sister 

Lake
Little John

Lake Dam

Mink Trap Lane

Please Join FIMLA or Renew Your Membership by the AGM 

 

 

 

 

The Fourteen Island and Mink Lakes Association (FIMLA) is a volunteer association of property owners in the FIMLA 

watershed area working for both seasonal and permanent residents. 

FIMLA plays an active role in maintaining and enhancing our local environment and the quality of life on Fourteen Island, 

Mink, Little John, Little John’s Sister and Buffy Lakes. 

FIMLA also represent the interests and welfare of our members to the township of South Frontenac, the County and 

other agencies and organizations. 

Members: 

 Receive a Newsletter and Bulletins about the work of the Association and matters of 

concern to the community, 

 Are invited to participate at our AGM to learn more about their lake, and meet their 

neighbours, and 

 Are invited to get involved in projects and help shape the future of our lakes. 

Current activities include: 

 Water quality monitoring, 

 Maintaining our dams and managing water levels, 

 Fisheries monitoring and improvements, 

 General awareness and education about relevant 

matters. 

Please complete the reply slip on the reverse and bring your 2017 membership fee to the AGM, or send it with payment of $25 (CAD) to: 

The Treasurer, FIMLA, P.O. Box 105, Hartington, Ontario, K0H 1W0. 

 

DETACH HERE 

ID   Species Sport Cons. Notes

1 Walleye & Sauger 4 2 40-50 cm

2 Walleye & Sauger 4 2 40-50 cm

3 Large & Smallmouth Bass 6 2

4 Northern Pike 6 2

5 Northern Pike 6 2

6 Muskellunge 1 0 > 91 cm

7 Yellow Perch 50 25

8 Crappie 30 10

9 Sunfish 300 15 Only 30 >18cm

10 Brook Trout 5 2 Species Agg. Lim.

11 Brown Trout 5 2 Species Agg. Lim.

12 Rainbow Trout 5 2 Species Agg. Lim.

13 Lake Trout 2 1 Species Agg. Lim.

14 Splake 5 2 Species Agg. Lim.

15 Pacific Salmon 5 2 Species Agg. Lim.

16 Atlantic Salmon 0 0 Closed All Year

17 Lake Whitefish 12 6

18 Lake Sturgeon 0 0 Closed All Year

19 Channel Catfish 12 6

Jan 01 Mar 01

May 13 Dec 31

Jun 17 Dec 15

Jan 01 Mar 31

May 13 Dec 31

Jun 03 Dec 15

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

May 27 Sep 08

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31

Jan 01 Dec 31
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2016 2017 2018

http://www.fimla.ca/
https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-fishing-regulations-summary
https://www.ontario.ca/document/ontario-fishing-regulations-summary
http://files.ontario.ca/environment-and-energy/fishing/2017/2017_FMZ_18_English.pdf
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 Executive Contact Details 
 

President: Gord Rodgers  

gordrodgers@xplornet.com  

613-374-3521 

Vice President: Mary Rae 

mary.rae@xplornet.ca  

613-374-1260 

Past President: Anne Tucker 

ethela@sympatico.ca  

613-969-8747 

Secretary: Sue Grigg 

bsgrigg@gmail.com  

(613) 374-1083 

Treasurer: Chris Caswell 

caswellbruins@gmail.com  

(613)-374-5299 

Lake Steward: Susan Pine 

j.pine@sympatico.ca  

613-962-4765 

Feeder Lakes Rep:  
Peter Bedoukian 

peter.bedoukian@gmail.com  

613-985-1205 

Communications: Alan Boyce 

arboyce@gmail.com  

613-374-2231 

The Lake Partner Program 

A province-wide, volunteer-

based, water quality monitoring 

program, this allows for early de-

tection of changes in the nutrient 

status and clarity of the water of 

Ontario lakes. The program is a 

partnership between the Ministry 

of Environment and the 

Federation of Ontario Cottage 

Associations.  

Data from Ontario lakes can 

be found at: on the LPP website: 

http://desc.ca/programs/LPP  

Thanks to our water testers: 

 14 Island Lake:  Brett Dark 

 Mink Lake:  Bob Carr 

 Little John & Little John’s Sister 

Lakes:  Peter Bedoukian 

 Buffy Lake:  No volunteer (yet) 

 

Willy’s Lane Boat Launch 
Dates 

The following are the opening 

dates for the 2017 season: 

 Spring: Saturday, Apr 22 to 

Sunday, May 28 

 Labour Day:  Saturday, Sept 2 

to Monday, Sep 04 

 Fall: Saturday Sep 16 to Sunday, 

Oct 15 

Please note: 

Permission only applies to 

paid-up FIMLA members for 2017. 

Gates will be locked at all 

other times and boats cannot be 

taken in or out EXCEPT IN AN 

EMERGENCY. If you have an 

emergency and must take a boat 

in or out please contact one of 

the FIMLA executive to make 

arrangements. Gates cannot be 

unlocked for friends or visitors to 

take boats in or out between the 

agreed opening dates. Those of 

you who use the launch are also 

requested to make a voluntary 

donation to the Willy’s Lane Road 

Association of $10 or $15. 

Remember: the launch is on 

private property, and use is 

through the generosity of the 

landowner. 

 

FIMLA Membership Form 2017 – FIMLA, P.O. Box 105 Hartington, Ontario, K0H 1W0 

Name: Same info as last year?  

(Circle one & save the typing!) 

 

Yes / No 

Address: 

City: Province/State: Postcode/ZIP: 

Country: Email: 

FIMLA Membership 2017 (CAD $25): Donation: Total cash or cheque payable to FIMLA: 

Signature: Date: 

 

FIMLA Newsletter 

Published occasionally by the 

Fourteen Island and Mink Lakes 

Association.  This edition, Num-

ber 14, published May 2017. 

Inquiries, suggestions, correc-

tions, and contributions may be 

sent to fimla@outlook.com  or to 

P.O. Box 105 

Hartington, Ontario 

K0H 1W0 
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